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A stinging storm of change

Some upper-division UTB students
lose cash in potential TSC deal

Feds, state cut
more than
$5 million
in UTB/TSC
financial aid

By Rene Cardona Jr.
COLLEGIAN EDITOR

By Rene Cardona Jr.
COLLEGIAN EDITOR

UTB/TSC has lost more than $5
million in financial aid assistance from
the state and federal governments for
the 2011-2012 school year, so students
are left to face their personal deficits.
Twenty-four programs have been
completely nixed, meaning a few
thousand students will not receive
aid. For example, 2,217 students
who
graduated
recommended
or
distinguished from high school, received
the federal Academic Competitiveness
Grant their first year, totaling more than
$1 million, and that money is no longer
there.
Students pursuing careers in the math,
science, computer and engineering fields
have inevitably felt the sting of the cuts
because federally funded SMART grants
and the state’s vocational and professional
nursing scholarship programs no longer
exist.
“It’s playing more of an impact on
students’ refunds,” said Cammy Penrod,
UTB/TSC’s loan programs coordinator,
who has been heading the Office of
Financial Aid since the director and
assistant director retired last school
year. “That’s where they’re going to see it
because those programs aren’t available,
those programs would be the ones they
would use for books, transportation
costs, living expenses and that’s where
the cut’s going to be. When they get a
refund, they are going to get a much
smaller refund … or have to pay tuition
and fees back.”
Although the Obama administration
saved the Pell Grant from the chopping
block, injecting more than $17 billion
over the next three years into grant
funds, according to Department of
Education documents, applicant growth
has surged since the beginning of the
Great Recession in 2008, adding more
than 1 million applicants each year after.
This school year, however, the number
of applicants grew by 992,808, but
that is still more than pre-2008 levels.
Essentially, there are more people asking
for more money.
Having only received a Pell Grant,
Brian Leal, a junior criminal justice
major, isn’t going to have enough left for
books, so he obtained a $1,000 loan to
pay for supplies and gasoline because he
commutes from San Benito.
“Before, I would have $200 or $300 for
books,” Leal said. “Now, I only have like
$60 left, not even enough for one. The
most important thing is education, and
they’re cutting off education.”
This is the first year in which Mark
Garza, a junior architecture major,
doesn’t have any financial aid cash left
over. He actually had to pay $500 out of
pocket for tuition.
“It wasn’t much, but it’s not money that
I have right now that I can be wasting on
classes,” Garza said. “Usually in the past
couple of years, it covers everything and I
still have a little extra so I can buy books,
and now I don’t have anything, so I had to
take out the loan, which puts me in debt
I guess.”
Students borrowing money makes
financial aid advisers cringe.
“Unfortunately, I think we are going to
get an increase in student loan borrowing
and we don’t want that,” Penrod said. “We
don’t want students to have to borrow but
that may be the fact of the matter: They’ll

have
to
borrow
funds to pay for
transportation
costs and books
and supplies.”
TEXAS Grants,
the second-largest
source of financial
aid funds for UTB/TSC students, has been
cut by more than $1.5 million. And the
distribution of those funds has become
more convoluted for universities because
the state used to give two allocations of
money: one for incoming students who
have never been in the program and the
other for returning students who are
already in the program.
Penrod said UTB/TSC will fund
“renewal” students but the problem lies
elsewhere.
“Who is going to fall in the second
tier?” Penrod said. “Are we going to give
to initial people who are brand new to
the program or are we going to save
some money [for students] who maybe
last year didn’t meet the criteria and now
are meeting the criteria? They are called
stop-outs. … Who do you give priority to?
Because if you don’t give initial students
money, you are never going to have the
renewal [students].”
A consequence of that would be less
money for UTB/TSC to distribute.
Penrod said a decision on who will get
what will be made in the coming months,
as TEXAS Grants typically get processed
before October.
Luckily for Michael Rivas, a senior
criminal justice major who gets the
TEXAS Grant, a $600 scholarship saved
him from being in the red.
“I qualified for a TEXAS Grant and
the past two semesters they gave me
like $3,390 and this semester they cut it
down to $2,000,” Rivas said. “It makes
me feel a little heartbroken because … we
become assets for the government; they
give us financial aid so we become assets.
… When worse comes to worse, they cut
down on education instead of cutting
down other useless programs that we
don’t even need, like decreasing taxes.”
Scholarships offer a solution. Penrod
said a lot of money exists out there
but students need to go the extra
mile to apply. Visit the Financial Aid
website at www.utb.edu/em/fa/Pages/
FAScholarshipMain.aspx
for
more
information. Although many scholarship
deadlines have expired, there are some
that are year-round, Penrod said.
“I had a student with a parent in here
a couple of weeks ago,” she said. “The
parent, she had been a student and she
said, ‘My refund check would be $2,000,
$2,500. What do you mean she’s only
going to get $52 as a refund check?’
It’s drastically changed. It’s the perfect
storm. It’s the cut from the state funds,
increase in tuition. It’s just the perfect
storm that’s hitting and, unfortunately,
it’s at the expense of students.”

On top of cuts to
financial aid at the state
and federal levels, UTB/
TSC students have been
blindsided by a potential
change in the disbursal
of the Texas Southmost
College
Trustee
Scholarship.
Almost all students
received
a
warning
via email Aug. 9--two
days before the tuition
payment
deadline-stating the TSC board
of trustees discontinued
the scholarship to upperlevel students enrolled
in 15 semester credit
hours and (taking 3000and 4000-level courses),
possibly resulting in an
increase in the balance of
tuition and fees owed.
The trustee scholarship
provides $19 per semester
credit hour--up to $285
per semester--of relief
for students living in the
TSC taxing district and
who meet Satisfactory
Academic
Progress
standards.
After receiving three
emails with that same
message, Sulema Sosa
visited Scorpion Online
and saw an outstanding
balance of about $1,000.
Sosa will not receive the
scholarship because she
is not taking any lowerdivision courses (1000
and 2000 level).
“I was even looking to
pawning my [car’s title]
and then I was waiting for
my student loans,” Sosa
said about her options.
“… I understand all the
changes going through,
you know, UTB, TSC and
the separation--I don’t
know if it has something
to do with it or not—but,
I mean, I kind of feel
betrayed.”
The changes to the

scholarship affected 504
students, resulting in
a total tuition increase
of
$98,217,
Yolanda
De la Riva, director of
Accounting and Finance
at UTB/TSC, said via
e-mail.
However,
the
department
preemptively
informed
students because the
board has not yet
approved the Fiscal Year
2011-12 budget (they will
vote Sept. 1) that allocates
scholarship money only
to students enrolled in
lower-division courses.
No action was taken
after discussion of the
budget at the board’s July
28 meeting.
Michael
Putegnat,
special assistant to the
provost and point of
contact for TSC during
the
transition,
said
the notice sent out to
students was composed
by him, the TSC District
Office and TSC transition
consultants.
Although the budget
has not been approved,
UTB sent the notice
to avoid any billing
problems later.
“When we presented
this in the [budget]
workshop, we discussed
it in this format and even
though we didn’t take a
vote, we didn’t receive
any major opposition
[and] it appears that
it’s moving forward,”
said Chet Lewis, TSC’s
interim vice president
for administration and
finance and a transition
consultant for the college.
“So all the indications
are that that’s the way it’s
going to transition. … For
example, if they decide
to change their mind on
this, it’ll be easier to give
somebody a discount vs.
asking them to pay later
after they’ve already paid

their [tuition] bill.”
The notice was sent
what could be considered
late because changes
needed to be made in
the way the TSC Trustee
Scholarship funds are
disbursed.
“Well, the [software]
program that charges you
your tuition, based on
your course enrollment
and the eligibility that
is connected to the
scholarship,” De la Riva
said. “We program the
system to look at all
of those variables in
order to award you that
scholarship at the time of
registration, so when that
was changed we had to
change the program that
did all that.”
TSC’s
budget
for
the coming fiscal year
allocates $2.8 million for
its scholarship, compared
with $3.2 million last
year, Lewis said. Of last
year’s total, $3 million
were
distributed
to
both lower- and upperdivision students, with
about $200,000 going to
upper-division students,
and $2.8 million for
lower division.
“Essentially, some of
the trustees had wanted
us to visit the TSC
Scholarship, and one
of the aspects that they
looked at was the fact that
the scholarship was being
used for upper-division
students as well as the
lower-division students
who’d be UTB and TSC
students,” he said. “Since
we are in the process of
doing the transition, they
decided that they wanted
to focus the scholarship
on the lower-division
classes.”
A workshop on the
budget was held July
25, and TSC Chairman
Francisco “Kiko” Rendon

See SCHOLARSHIP, Page 14
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Housing too expensive
“Right now, it’s housing, residential
housing. I had an issue with them
because after almost four years of
living with them I had to move
out. Their customer service really
went downhill. I was mistreated
by one of their staff members and
I decided that was it. So I moved
out recently. They really treated
me really badly. Another thing is they
increased the price since they moved to [Casa Bella]
and after doing the math, I decided that was it for
me.”

Olivia De La Garza / Junior paralegal studies major

Where’s the cafeteria?
“It is pretty hot, we need more shade.
And, I know there is not a cafeteria
here. So, like, I’m a student in the
summer at [South Texas College]
and you can eat over there, but
not here, yet, I guess.”

Bryan Romero / Freshman computer
science major

Transfer woes
“Admissions, basically, that’s it.
There are a lot of problems [with]
transferring from here to another
college. It’s just really hard.”

Luis Otero / Junior architecture
major

--Compiled by Marlane Rodriguez
--Photos by Sergio Salazar
Do you have beef? If so, contact Collegian Reporter Marlane Rodriguez at
882-5143

PERRY SCARES ME
By Francisco Garza
THE COLLEGIAN	

People
like to
write
books. It’s
fun, you
are putting
down your
ideas on
paper and, hopefully,
someone will read
them. This is much the
same reason I write this
column, in the hope that
someone might read it.
Sometimes, my ideas
have been questioned or
criticized, and that is fair;
I am putting them out

This book, which
there.
should be under the
With Texas Gov. Rick
Perry now an official
horror category in the
candidate
library,
“Among the many nightmarecontains
for the
inducing points in Perry’s book is many ideas
Republican
that many federal programs and and stances
nomination
for president, regulations are unconstitutional and by Perry that
should be eliminated.”
people will go
truly make
Francisco Garza
me shiver.
back to what
Among
he has said
the many nightmareand written, and when
they do, they will find
inducing points in Perry’s
book is that many federal
a jewel of a book titled
“FED UP!”
programs and regulations
are unconstitutional and
Notice his masterful
play on words, using
should be eliminated,
including Social Security,
FED to show his distaste
Medicare, Medicaid
toward the federal
government. Perry is
and environmental,
gun-control, civil rights,
truly a wordsmith.

minimum wage and labor
laws.
If Perry is a man who
hates federal government,
and campaigns to make
state laws supersede
federal laws, then why in
the heck--to use a very
Texan expression--is he
running for president?
Is his master plan to
get elected, get rid of all
the programs he detests
and then quit to be
governor again?
These questions are not
rhetorical. I really want
to know, Gov. Perry, so
please explain why.

EDITOR’S Watching the web at midnight
NOTE:
By Rene Cardona Jr.
collegian editor

It’s 2
a.m. on a
weekday
and
thoughts
about the
coming day
I haven’t
experienced keep me
awake. Like everyone,
those thoughts involve
me battling it out to
survive.
That’s not necessarily
bad, right?
I watched the news
a few weeks ago and a
number still haunts me:
29,000, the number of
children who have died
in Somalia because of the
dire famine caused by
drought and insurgents
who are not allowing aid
to enter the areas of the

country most adversely
affected.
But I’m sure there
are plenty of starving
children in the United
States; maybe they’re not
in such a predicament
but nearly so because
of their parents who
are underemployed or
unemployed for more
than 99 weeks since the
Great Recession began,
who could have worked
at Best Buy, Bear Stearns
or Borders.
Out of sight, out of
mind, I guess.
It will get better. The
recession will end. The
debt ceiling is lifted. Bush
tax cuts still hover over
President Obama and all
those lucky 1-percenters
who have benefited
greatly from them.
Important programs
for the poor, such as

childcare assistance
and family planning
clinics, will be trimmed
to balance our “outof-control spending”-and potentially
Medicaid, Medicare
and Social Security will
be looked at once the
“Super Congress” has
to make more “tough
decisions.” And let’s
not forget that the U.S.
provides the least bit
of welfare, compared
with its industrialized
counterparts.
And pfft, global
warming, or global
weirding, either isn’t real
or it won’t affect me. But
I could change my mind
once hurricane season
is over, but, for now, I’m
safely in bed, thinking
about me, thinking
about progressing to
possibly make a change

somewhere, somehow-you know, the American
Dream.
A friend gets mad at
me because I constantly
muse about society’s
failings and how we tread
an invisible web that
keeps me in check and
everyone else in their
place. But, I don’t know
what else to do. At least
I’m aware and aspiring
to do something about it,
I say.
You have to follow it,
just as much as you have
to listen to your circadian
rhythms.
Here’s my point: How
many of us get lost in
the motions of the day,
forgetting there is more
than that?
In this time of
immense change at so
many levels--here at
UTB/TSC, the state, the

country and the world-we have to become more
aware of the web that
links us all together. The
girl in India who sleeps
in a shack with eight
other people, the Somali
mother dying of hunger
on her trek to find food,
the survivors of Joplin’s
tornado, the UTB/TSC
student who didn’t have
enough money to pay
tuition, the university’s
archivist who lost his
job--we’re all inextricably
linked.
Once we all remember
that in the middle of the
night, after we awake
from the fever dream
we’re all in, we can
realize the web we’re in
does no good for no one.
Until then, count on The
Collegian to inform you
that we are all in this
together. Can we count

on you to not let us forget
that, either?
We want dialogue;
we want to be informed
by the population who
is affected. We want to
know that someone is
listening because you
can’t have a conversation
by yourself.
It’s hard to end those
types of conversations,
though. I typically stay
up ’til 4 a.m. doing it.

We want to
hear from
you.
Send us an
e-mail at
collegian@
utb.com
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The TSC board of trustees interviewed Nora Garza, the first of six presidential
candidates for the college, Thursday.

Finalist’s plan for TSC:
a day at a time
By Francisco Garza
THE COLLEGIAN	

Nora
Garza,
the
first of six finalists for
the Texas Southmost
College
presidency,
came to campus last
Tuesday, meeting with
and answering questions
from staff, faculty and
students in the Gorgas
Hall boardroom.
Garza currently resides
in Laredo where she is
the vice president for
resource
development
at Laredo Community
College. She is a former
associate vice president
for instruction and dean
of arts and sciences, also
at that college.
Elizabeth Heise, an
assistant professor in
the
Environmental
Sciences
Department
and president of the
Academic Senate, asked
the candidate what plans
she has for recruiting
new faculty for TSC and
whether she plans to keep
UTB/TSC faculty.
“I’m not quite sure
what will be decided
with [UTB] and what
faculty they plan to keep,”
Garza replied. “One of
the things that we have
to do for accreditation is
to review all applications;
all faculty applications
have to be perfect. … One

of our first goals has to be
to secure our independent
accreditation.”
Catherine Funderburg,
director
of
Web
Communication, asked
what specific components
Garza would like to see.
“I noticed that UTB
says “moving forward,”
but you open the website
and it says “UTB/TSC”
and immediately when
you open the website,
there needs to be a
website that is responsive
to
Texas
Southmost
College, that the people
know that’s where they
are going to go,” the
candidate replied.
If hired for the job,
Garza said she would
face all problems with the
same philosophy, “a day
at a time.”
The finalist has a
bachelor’s
degree
in
sociology from Our Lady
of the Lake University
in San Antonio, a
master’s in curriculum
and instruction and a
doctorate in educational
administration,
both
from the University of
Texas at Austin.
After the question-andanswer session, audience
members
filled
out
comment cards that will
be presented to the hiring
committee.

FEARING
THE AX

Future of more than 80 master technical
instructors still undecided
By Francisco Garza
THE COLLEGIAN

The title of master
technical instructor was
c r e at e d
when
the
U T B/ T SC
partnership
s t a r t e d
denote
Alan Artibise to
faculty who
would dedicate their time
mostly to teaching and
not to research.
Now, as the partnership
folds, that title will be
eliminated.
“A typical academic
track professor teaches
four courses per year
and has very specific
research objectives. … A
technical faculty member
teaches five courses … but
[has] less expectation on
the research side,” said
UTB/TSC Provost Alan
Artibise.
Artibise said that only
those master technical
instructors who have
tenure and will be
teaching
a
program
that UTB will continue
offering will retain their
title and tenure.
However, “there is
some tenured faculty
that will be teaching
programs that we, by law,
will not be able to offer. I
assume that TSC will hire
them, but I can’t speak for

TSC,” he said.
Elizabeth Heise, an
assistant professor in
the
Environmental
Sciences
Department
and president of the
Academic Senate, said
some faculty members
have expressed concern

that may be politically
controversial.”
She said there is a
misconception
about
tenure that it means “you
have a job for life and you
can’t be fired.”
“That’s not true,” Heise
said. “… If you commit

“I’d like to emphasize that once
separation occurs, there is going
to be more faculty, not less.”
Alan Artibise, UTB/TSC Provost
about the situation.
“The MTI who are not
yet tenured, who are on
the tenure track, have
asked what is going to
happen,” Heise said. “…
The responses we keep
hearing is that until we
can start negotiating the
transition, we won’t have
answers to all of those
questions.”
Asked to define tenure,
Heise replied: “Tenure is
a job security to promote
academic freedom on
university
campuses.
With tenure, faculty
members are assured that
they cannot be released
from duties if they pursue
research
or
discuss
in their class topics

a crime, if you’re a bad
employee, if you don’t
do your job, you can be
fired.”
Artibise said there is
a plan for those MTIs
without tenure.
“We will keep some
of them, but we would
change their title to
lecturers,” he said.
UT-Brownsville is not
sure yet which MTIs will
be kept and which ones
will be let go, but they do
know it will happen at
separation.
“I’d like to emphasize
that once separation
occurs, there is going to
be more faculty, not less,”
Artibise said.
The provost said Texas

Keep up with the UTB, TSC separation.

Southmost College has
not said whether it will
keep the faculty that UTB
lets go.
“We anticipate that
TSC will hire a president
as early as September,”
Artibise said “… Then we
can have this discussion.
... My problem is that I
can’t speak for TSC and I
have no one there to have
these discussions with
yet.”
William Davis, a master
technical instructor in
the Behavioral Sciences
Department, hopes those
faculty who are let go by
UTB are picked up by
TSC.
“TSC is going to have to
make a decision on how
to get their personnel,”
Davis said. “... I think
they would be missing
out if they did not use
personnel
that
was
already here. That would
be really sad.”
He said he understands
why faculty may fear for
their jobs.
“Any time that you are
in a state of uncertainty,
there is going to be fear,
but I think that if you
look at the facts, what
universities and colleges
do is teach,” Davis said.
“[Faculty] are the last
people that would need to
be cut. … Students need
faculty to teach.”

Follow us on twitter @utbcollegian and on facebook.com/utbcollegian

Faculty, Students, Staff!

(956)546-0381
55 Sam Perl Blvd.
(Off 12th St.)

$200
PER
PERS
ON*

• $200 mon. per person double occupancy
• Flexible month-to-month agreement
• All utilities paid (cable, water, electricity)
• Near the UTB main campus, 8 min. walk
• Security Surveillance
• Furnished, large rooms, full-size beds
• Micro-fridge, microwave, pool
• Restaurants Nearby
• WiFi Available
• Laundry Area
TAKE 12TH STREET EXIT GOING WEST FROM EXPRESSWAY.
GO ONE MILE. MOTEL IS ON RIGHT SIDE.
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Mon.

WELCOME
BACK,
SCORPIONS

Tues.

Wed.

Thurs.

Fri.

Sat.

First SGA Meeting

Student
Involvement Fair

Burrok Grand
Opening

Orange Well

1st Annual
Beer Tasting

The Office of Student
Life will host a
Student Involvement
Fair from 11 a.m. to
2 p.m. Wednesday
on the Student
Union lawn to inform
students on how they
can get involved on
campus. The event
will feature the “Big
Red Chair,” free food,
giveaways and music.

Burrok, a new
restaurant specializing
in American and
traditional Mexican
burritos, will have
its grand opening at
5:30 p.m. Thursday at
2395 University Blvd.
For more information,
call 408-0614 or visit
its Facebook page at
www.facebook.com/
Burrok.brownsville.

The Student
Government
Association will meet
at 3:15 p.m. Tuesday
in Salon Gardenia.
Students are urged to
attend to share any
comments or concerns
about UTB/TSC.

--Compiled by Michelle Serrano

Student Health
Services will host
Orange Well from 5:30
to 7 p.m. Friday in the
SET-B Lecture Hall.
Health awareness
and HIV prevention
will be discussed and
there will be free food,
music and giveaways.
For more information,
call Evelyn CastillejaGarza at 882-7099.

The Historic
Brownsville Museum
will host the first
Annual Beer Tasting
from 6:30 to 9:30
p.m. Saturday. Tickets
are $25. For more
information, call
Marisela Cortez at
548-1313.

Sun.
Got a fun
event to
share?
Tell us!
facebook.
com/
utbcollegian

WELCOME WEEK FALL 2011
Information highway
Volunteers
are
stationed at information
tables from 8 a.m. to
noon and 4-7 p.m.
today and Tuesday at
the Education Business
Complex courtyard, the
Endowment Courtyard,
the
Student
Union
lawn and the Camille
Lightner Courtyard for
new students who need
assistance.
‘Call of Duty’ tourney
Sign up before noon
Thursday for the “Call
of Duty: Black Ops”
tournament
in
the
Student Union Game
Room. First-, secondand third-place winners
receive a certificate along
with bragging rights.
Losers can go home and
practice some more. The

tournament runs from
noon to 3 p.m.
A gathering of fish
Freshmen are required
to
attend
Freshman
Convocation, scheduled
at 3 p.m. Thursday in the
Arts Center, followed by a
mixer on the Art Center’s
lawn with free food,
games and tons of music
from UTB/TSC’s Sting
Radio.
Health Carnival
Life is better spent
having fun. Student
Health Services will host
a carnival from 9:30 a.m.1 p.m. Thursday on the
Paseo in front of Cortez
Hall. Brush up on your
health facts, as the games
will involve answering
health
questions
correctly in order to win
a prize.

Orange you glad ?
Make a beeline for
Orange Well, hosted by
Student Health Services
from 5:30-7 p.m. Friday
in the SET-B Lecture Hall.
The first 200 guests will
each receive a $5 gift card
from McDonald’s, and
there will be a drawing
for an iPod shuffle. Oscar
Lopez, CEO and chief
development
director
of Connected Health
Solutions, will lecture on
HIV prevention.
Orange Crush
The big event everyone’s
looking forward to is
Orange Crush, slated
from 7 p.m.-midnight
Friday at the REK Center.
There will be more free
food, games and live
music by the Chris Luna
Band, Los Cuervos and

ANNOUNCEMENTS
Study Abroad reunion
The Study Abroad
Program will hold a
summer reunion from 3
to 5 p.m. Thursday in the
Education and Business
Complex’s Salon Cassia.
The event will include
short
presentations
on each study abroad
group’s trip, photographs,
anecdotes, etc. For more
information, call Study
Abroad
Coordinator
Larissa F. Guijosa at
882-8955.
Anti-DWI campaign
The
Brownsville
Police
Department
will join forces with other
law enforcement agencies
in a campaign to reduce
drunken driving in the

annual Drink, Drive,
Go to Jail Campaign.
Agencies statewide will
crack down on drunken
driving through Sept.
5 (Labor Day).
The
department
suggests
safe alternatives, such
as calling a cab, having
a designated driver or
calling a family member
for a ride.
Seeking volunteers
UTB/TSC’s Physics
and
Astronomy
Department
seeks
volunteers for World
Space
Week’s
“50
Years of Human Space
Flight.” Participants are
required to volunteer
from 3 to 8 p.m. Oct.
8 at the International

Technology, Education
and Commerce Center.
For more information,
email Luisa Zambrano
Marin,
Nompuewenu
Observatory manager at
luisa.zambranomarin@
utb.edu.
--Compiled by Michelle
Serrano

Would you
like your event
featured? Send
an email to
collegian@utb.edu

UTB/TSC’s DJ Jose, just
to name a few. Comedian
and
hypnotist
Rich
Aimes will entertain
and Movie under the
Stars will premiere “Fast
Five.” Want to get rough?
Play in the dodgeball
tournament inside the
REK. Students will also
be able to make their own
key chains and music
videos for free!
Open House
Student
Health
Services will host an
open house from 9:30
a.m.-1 p.m. Aug. 29.
Students will be provided
with information on the
department and other
agencies,
including
Planned Parenthood and
the Texas Department
of State Health Services’
Tobacco
Prevention

Program. Eye, body mass
index, blood pressure,
glucose, HIV and sexually
transmitted disease tests
will be conducted as well.
Join-a-Club Day
Join-a-Club Day will
be from 10:30 a.m.-1:30
p.m. Aug. 30 on the
Student Union lawn and
from 5-7:30 p.m. Aug. 31
at the REK Center.
Relax and chill
The Tardeada will
feature free pan dulce
and coffee that will be
given out from 5:30-7:30
p.m. Aug. 30 in the EDBC
courtyard.
--Compiled by
Samantha Ruiz

VISIT US ONLINE AT
UTBCOLLEGIAN.COM
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For the cause
of death
LOCAL | Immigrant
advocate to lecture at
Brownsville’s Galeria 409

Guiding the
fish

Christopher Peña/collegian

Shamina Davis, director of the Center for Civic Engagement, explains the guidelines to faculty who will be teaching the First Year Seminar. About 40 faculty members
attended the training session Tuesday in South Hall.

courtesy photo

Course aims to help students gain study, time management skills

By Leslie Lopez

By Leslie Lopez

Immigrant advocate Dan Millis will present a lecture
titled “Deaths in the Desert,” which tells of the many
negative impacts of the border wall and the border
policy.
Millis, an Arizona resident and former teacher, will
detail his personal experiences on the border at 7 tonight
in Galeria 409, located at 409 E. 13th St. in Brownsville.
He works for the Sierra Club in Tucson, focusing on
the environmental issues and impact the border wall has
had along the U.S. southern border from Brownsville to
San Diego, Calif. He also works for the humanitarian aid
group No More Deaths.
“I took my high school students on field trips to the
border and we learned about what was happening on the
border,” Millis said. “That’s how I learned about it and
I began volunteering and, shortly thereafter, I started
working for the Sierra Club on border issues as well,
which has more of an environmental focus.”
Two days after discovering a teenage girl’s body in
the desert in 2008, he started to distribute gallon-size
water jugs along the border to help immigrants avert
dehydration. This action led to a citation for littering.
Millis refused to pay the citation and was taken to
court. Despite his ordeal, he
“It’s not just a
continues to fight for the lives
of the immigrants crossing the
local issue, it’s
desert every day.
a national issue
Scott Nicol, a Sierra Club
and if we don’t get volunteer, said tonight’s event
will include discussion so the
involved we are
public can voice concerns on
just going to get
the issue.
rolled over.”
“I think that it’s important
for people in the [Rio Grande]
Scott Nicol,
Valley to come understand
Sierra Club Volunteer
the impacts that the wall is
having both here and along its entire run,” Nicol said.
“It’s important that Dan’s coming from Tucson because
he’s very knowledgeable about the wall down here and
in Arizona.”
A great number of people risk their lives every day
to get cross the border for a better life. They face many
challenges when crossing because they travel through
remote areas and end up hiking for days.
“They’re not prepared, they don’t have enough water,
they don’t have enough food, they don’t realize it’s going
to be 120 degrees in the daytime, then cold at night, and
that’s why we have these horrible death rates,” Nicol
said.
The number of deaths doubled from 241 in 1999
to 472 in 2005, according to the U.S. Government
Accountability Office website, www.gao.gov. Most of
those deaths were found to be within the Border Patrol’s
Tucson Sector, the website states.
Millis’ lecture could be an eye opener for South Texans.
“I hope that people can come away with a sort of broader
view of what’s happening on the border and that they
will be motivated to try to help change our U.S. border
policy by looking for more human and environmentally
safe solutions,” he said.
“It’s not just a local issue, it’s a national issue and if we
don’t get involved we are just going to get rolled over,”
Nicol said.

More
than
2,000
students have registered
for the First-Year Seminar
course, a requirement for
all incoming freshmen,
plus transfer and dual
enrollment students with
less than 30 credit hours.
Terry Overton, dean
of University College,
said these classes are
important.
“It teaches students
some of the better ways
to study at university
level vs. how they studied
at high school,” Overton
said.
The first-year seminar
is a one-hour semester
credit course that helps
students develop general
skills needed for college,
including studying habits,
time management and
organization, according

THE COLLEGIAN
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to a news release from
the Office of News and
Information. The course
was first offered last
spring.
Classes are already
filled, so those students
who could not enroll in
the class this semester
may do so next spring.
These courses benefit
students because they
are grouped according
to their career path or
degree plan.
“We’re trying to get
students who want to be
nurses, for example, to
take freshmen seminar
courses that are taught by
somebody in the College
of Nursing,” Overton
said.
Spanish
Adjunct
Professor
Aracely
Esparza said that when
she heard about the
freshman
seminar
course, she volunteered

right away because it
would be an honor to help
students and enrich her
teaching capabilities.
“I am going to be
focusing my class for
education majors and
my main project will be
for students to interview
classmates,
former
teachers on how they
motivate students to keep
on working to reach their
goals,” Esparza said.
Students
get
acquainted with the
faculty in the areas of
study they plan to pursue
as a career. They will have
the opportunity to meet
peers who are focusing
on the same career path.
A mentor is assigned to
each class.
Freshman psychology
major Gizeh Marotta
believes the program can
help guide students in the
direction they need to

take.
“I think it’s good
because we have the
possibility
of
being
mentored by someone
who actually knows about
the specific career path,”
Marotta said.
University
College
aims to connect all UTB/
TSC faculty.
“Unlike other colleges,
where you only have the
faculty for education and
the college of education,
in our college all the
faculty can participate,”
Overton said. “The way
they
can
participate
is through either the
freshman
seminar
course, by teaching that
course, and also in the
Learning
Enrichment
Center, by volunteering to
tutor students that need
help.”

All around the world

Dancing for the Scorpions

sergio salazar/collegian photos

Party in the pool
International students play in the Recreation, Education and Kinesiology Center pool Thursday night. UTB/TSC’s
140 foreign students were oriented Thursday, Friday and Saturday by the Office of Global Engagement.

Junior radiologic technology major Hecdaliz Sotero
and her brother, senior kinesiology major Leo Sotero,
participate Thursday night in the dance contest that
was part of the international student orientation. The
contest took place in the REK Center.

8 | LOCAL

August 22, 2011
the collegian

WORTH THE WAIT
Students say it’s cheaper to live in Mexico

By Viridiana Zúñiga
Spanish Editor

UTB/TSC has more
than 300 international
students, 234 of which
are Mexican citizens,
many of whom cross the
border daily to attend
classes.
They spend about $100
a month and about two
hours daily crossing the
international bridges.
Those who cross on
foot pay 30 cents to
cross from Matamoros
to Brownsville. Motorists
pay $2.05.
“I live in Matamoros
because it is cheaper,”
said Roberto Torres,
a U.S. citizen who is
employed by UTB/TSC
as a Web designer. “Yes, I
do pay the bridge daily,
but if I compare that
with the price to pay for
a house or an apartment
here, it is better to stay in
Matamoros.”
Samantha Guerrero, a
senior education major,
said: “It does not bother
me what I pay at the
bridge, only the waiting
[in line].”
Guerrero has been
crossing daily for three
years to attend school.
“It is easier than most
imagine,” she said “[It is]
like waiting in line at the
Business Office, as simple

as that.”
Sophomore education
major Nereida Gámez
also crosses the border.
“Crossing every day is
tiring, but there comes
a moment when you get
used to it,” Gámez said.
“Furthermore, although
I am a [U.S.] citizen, I
like living in Matamoros
better, so it is worth it.”
Tania Galván, a senior
translation major who
also lives in Matamoros,
said: “The fact that I
cannot have a fixed
schedule is problematical,
but I got used to getting
up early; it is now a daily
routine.”
Guerrero said one has
to be patient at the bridge.
“You never know how
long it will take you to
cross, so get ready for
the wait,” she said. “If
you cross every day, you
should take the Sentri
lane, it is faster.”
The Sentri lane gives
the driver a shorter wait.
In order to use it, the
driver and passengers
must submit medical
records and undergo
social
and
criminal
background checks.
Psychology
major
Rene Mar said he usually
travels at night and it only
takes him five minutes to
cross to Brownsville, but
during the holidays he

has waited up to three
hours in queue.
“Sometimes,
it
is
frustrating to wait that
long,” Mar said. Recently,
he has waited up to one
hour to cross into Mexico.
Some
who
cross
complain
about
the
behavior of some U.S.
Customs officers at the
checkpoint.
“After waiting two
hours [in line], we
have to tolerate the
despotic behavior of U.S.
Customs,” Guerrero said.
“Is it hat hard for them to
be nice?”
Torres adds: “[Officers
are]
very
fickle.
Sometimes, they treat
you badly, like a suspect,
but it is their job, they
have to do it.”
Surprisingly, for some
students, the daily wait at
the international bridges
has
advantages,
like
more time to get ready,
have breakfast or finish
homework.
“If it weren’t for the
line, I would not have
time to listen to music,”
Guerrero said.

Tell us what you
think! Go to
utbcollegian.com
to comment.

Christopher Peña /collegian

Chief Financial Officer Pete Gonzalez speaks about the new city budget and the possibility of increasing property taxes during
last Tuesday’s Brownsville City Commission meeting.

City taxes might increase
Commissioners told of $2.2 million deficit

By Samantha Ruiz
THE COLLEGIAN

Those
who
own
property in Brownsville
might have to reach
deeper into their pockets
when they pay their taxes
because the city is facing
a $2.2 million deficit.
The Brownsville City
Commission will conduct
a public hearing on the ad
valorem tax rate at 5:30
p.m. Aug. 30.
Last year’s ad valorem
tax rate was .657556 cents
per $100 valuation. The
average taxable value of
a home was $80,346, and
the owner paid $528.32
in taxes.
This year, the average
home value is $80,582,
which would result in a
tax bill of $532.05, an
increase of $3.73 from last
year, using the effective
tax rate of .660262 cents
per $100 valuation.
The effective tax rate
would net the city the
same amount of revenues
as last year, $32,875,203.
“The rollback rate
is
$0.700613,
that’s
the maximum that we
can increase [property
taxes]” Chief Financial
Officer Pete Gonzalez
told the Brownsville City
Commission during a
meeting Aug. 16.
One cent over the
effective tax rate would
generate an additional
$497,911 in revenue,
while
the
rollback
rate would bring in an
additional $2,009,123.
Gonzalez said the city’s
general fund will keep
59 percent of the amount
that is generated, while
the debt service fund
receives 41 percent.
On
the
recommendation of the
Purchasing Department,
the
commission
approved:
--the
purchase
of
three 2011 Chevrolet
Tahoes and three 2011

Chevrolet
Malibus
for
the
Brownsville
Police
Department
from Caldwell County
Chevrolet at a total cost
of $124,737;
--the purchase of a 2011
Ford F-150 pickup truck
for the Brownsville Fire
Department from Tipton
Motors of Brownsville at
a cost of $22,412;
--the purchase of a 2011
Chevrolet Malibu and two
2011 Chevrolet Aveos for
the Brownsville Urban
System from Caldwell
County Chevrolet at a
total cost of $43,430;
--the
purchase
of
three 2011 Ford F-250
Animobiles for the Health
Department from Red
McCombs Ford of San
Antonio at a total cost of
$60,495;
--and the purchase
of three kennels for the
Health Department from
MAVRON Inc. in Warsaw,
Ind., at a cost of $50,195.
A contract for preemployment
physicals
and
Department
of
Transportation
and
non-DOT drug testing
was awarded to Express
Occupational
Medical
Clinic as the primary
vendor and Texas Alcohol
and Drug Testing as the
secondary vendor.
The commission also
heard about Brownsville’s
Beautification Committee
partnership with the
Port of Brownsville to
build a “Welcome to
Brownsville” sign.
The sign will be located
on State Highway 48,
across from the Keppel
Amfels shipyard.
Scott
Pajeski,
director of SSP Design
in
Brownsville,
and
Cynthia
A.
Garza
Galvan, president of the
beautification committee
and director of marketing
for the Gladys Porter Zoo,
teamed up to create the
design and decide on its
location.

“[The location] has
power, it has water, it
has all the utilities that
we might need, which
is great,” Pajeski said.
He said that when the
port joined in with the
committee, there were
several different sites
already in discussion,
such as the NAFTA
industrial
park
and
along Highway 48, but
there were issues with
those locations regarding
utilities.
The sign features the
City of Brownsville’s
slogan “On the Border by
the Sea.” It will measure
13 feet, 5 inches in height
and 28 feet in width
and be decorated in the
Spanish colonial style of
architecture.
Another collaboration
under way aims to provide
snack packs for children
in
the
Brownsville
School District who are
homeless.
Diana Clough, project
coordinator
for
the
BISD Homeless Youth
Connection
Project,
and
Kenneth
D.
Parks, director of the
Brownsville Food Bank
and president of the
Brownsville Ministerial
Association, are working
together
to
provide
“snack pack bags” for
these children.
Clough
said
the
children are homeless for
many reasons.
“[They] are temporarily
sharing houses with
another family due to
economic hardship, a
fire--there’s
different
situations, it could be
domestic
violence,”
Clough
told
the
commission,
adding
that many families also
have to live in hotels and
motels throughout the
city.
Children who are living
in substandard homes

See CITY, Page 14
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Zero-tolerance: 5 cited
for paraphernalia,
1 arrested for drug
possession
By Francisco Garza
THE COLLEGIAN	

With UT-Brownsville’s purchase of
La Estancia apartments, now known as
Casa Bella, a zero-tolerance drug policy
has taken some residents by surprise.
UTB officially took over La Estancia on
June 17. A week later, room inspections
conducted by resident assistants between
June 24 and 27 led to five students being
cited for drug paraphernalia and to the
arrest of another student for posession
of pot.
“A small amount of marijuana was
found in his room. … He was arrested
for a class B misdemeanor, possession
of marijuana, less than 2 ounces,” said
UTB/TSC Campus Police Lt. Armando
Pulido.
Nursing student Brandon Easley,
who had been living in the apartment
complex for a year, said he was evicted
on July 1 after a friend of his, who was in
his apartment while Easley was out, was
cited for drug paraphernalia.
Easley said he didn’t think he violated
his contract.
“I know the new management has
a zero-tolerance policy, but I signed
the contract with La Estancia, not with
UTB,” he said.
Douglas Stoves, director of Residential
Life, disagrees.
“The lease that they signed was very
specific as to what was permitted and
what was not. … The particular [clause]
regarding drugs was very close to what we
had,” Stoves said. “The main difference
that took a lot of people by surprise is
that we enforced it.”
Another resident, Salomon Morales,
and his roommate also were evicted and
cited for drug paraphernalia.
“There was an incident, a roommate
had a bong displayed in the living room,”
Morales said. “I was at my room one
day--it was my day off from work--and I

Settling in at
Casa Bella

Casa Bella’s swimming pool sits near the facility’s entrance.

woke up and one of the guys from UTB
police was in the apartment. He was let
in by two friends of mine who were in the
apartment at the time.
“ … The guy is asking whose bongs
are these and no one wanted to talk,
so another roommate came out of his
room and asked the officers what they
were doing there. They took me and
[my roommate] because we lived there.
The two other guys didn’t live there,
and they evicted and charged us with
paraphernalia.”
Morales said he was promised a
reimbursement of his last month’s rent
by housing officials, but had not received
it as of press time Thursday.
Stoves said that as soon as the purchase
of property closed, the university issued
letters to all of the tenants, notifying
them of the new management.
He said that UTB continued the
relation “in good faith.”
“We allowed people who wanted to
cancel their lease for whatever reasons,
we worked with them to do that,” Stoves
said. “Those who wanted to stay for
the remainder of their lease had the
opportunity to stay.”
He said the university is making
security a priority at Casa Bella, with
RA’s going on rounds and being on duty
in the office until midnight.
Pulido said Campus Police will
continue to protect Casa Bella.
“It’s going to be the same as it was at
[The Village at Fort Brown],” he said.
“We do have an officer assigned there.
... He is going to have a station in the
lobby. … In addition to that, we are going
to have our officers in the main campus
doing patrols.”
Stoves said students and their parents
are appreciative of the safety precautions.
“There was one occasion with the
mother of a student who was checking
her son out, and she was pulling him
out because of the problems that were
here,” he said. “She was surprised that
we called campus PD [regarding the
problems] immediately, to the point she
was willing to bring her son back. The
majority of people who stayed are pretty
appreciative of what we are bringing to
the table.

SERGIO SALAZAR/collegian photos

More than 400 students move into
former La Estancia apartment complex
By Francisco Garza
THE COLLEGIAN	

Hundreds of students
will trade rooms in a
nearly 50-year-old motel
for ones in a two-yearold apartment complex
recently bought by UTBrownsville and renamed
Casa Bella.

THE NEW DORMS
Occupancy: 479 students
Units: 103
On Waitlist: More than 100 students
The Village: 311-student capacity
The
University
of
Texas System bought
the apartment complex,
formerly
known
as
La Estancia, from GB
Brownsville 1 LLC for
$11,771,000 in June, Vice
President for Business
Affairs
Rosemary
Martinez
told
The
Collegian via email.
Douglas
Stoves,
director of Residential
Life, said the plan to
buy the complex had
been before the UT
System board of regents
since May. The deal was
finalized on June 17
“and ever since then, it’s
been a mad dash to get
everything ready to go,”
he said.
The purchase was
financed
by
issuing

revenue financing system
debt secured by revenues
generated by the housing
program, Martinez said.
“Housing must support
itself, so the rents that
students pay must be
adequate to support the
debt and operations of the
facility,” she wrote in the
email to The Collegian.
Student rents will support
about $850,000 per year
in operating costs.
A total of 479 students
were
scheduled
to
occupy the 103 units
during Move-In Day last
Saturday.
Stoves said the demand
has been so great, the
university has had to
make room for students.
“We are 100 percent
full and then some,” he
said, compared with the
311-student capacity at
The Village at Fort Brown
complex, where UTB/
TSC housed students
from 2003 until this
summer.
Stoves said there is a
waitlist of more than 100
students.
For now, Casa Bella
is open to all UTB/TSC
students. However, after
the separation of the
university and college is
completed, the facility
“will be UTB exclusive,”
he said.
Stoves said The Village

will be returned to Texas
Southmost College by the
end of August.
Although Casa Bella is
only two years old, Stoves
said the university staff
has been working around
the clock making repairs.
Victoria Izaguirre, a
senior computer science
major who used to reside
at The Village, is glad
about the change.
“I think it’s a good
purchase because [the
rooms at The Village]
were old and run down
and I know [the Casa
Bella] dorms are newer
and
more
pleasing,”
Izaguirre said.
Junior
psychology
major
Luis
Garcia
believes buying Casa
Bella was a good idea,
as long as the university
allows only students to
live there.
Casa Bella is located
at 2651 FJRM Ave., one
block north of University
Boulevard, between East
Tyler and East Jackson
streets.
A single bedroom at
Casa Bella is $2,100
per semester, $1,680
with a roommate in the
bedroom. Its amenities
include a full kitchen
and living room in each
apartment, a swimming
pool and volleyball sand
court.

Every apartment at Casa
Bella contains a living room.
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She beat the odds Want to lose weight?

Student Health Services weight program shows results
Leslie Barrientos/collegian
courtesy photo

Sophomore nursing major Julio Villarreal lifts weights Aug. 11 in the Recreation, Education and Kinesiology Center to maintain his
upper-body strength.

Meningitis survivor, mom help pass
vaccination law in Texas

program is free … [but] unfortunately,
we only have a capacity for about
THE COLLEGIAN
40 students,” said Health Education
Coordinator Evelyn Castilleja-Garza,
Twenty-year-old UTB/TSC student
who is in charge of the program,
Jessica Ortiz lost nearly 30 pounds
adding that participants must complete
and eight dress sizes in three months
comprehensive blood work.
last spring by joining the Weight
Asked why she joined the program,
Management Program conducted by
Ortiz,
a junior international business
Student Health Services.
and marketing major, replied: “Because
“I was a little bit skeptical [about the
I wanted to better myself and improve
program], but then when I came here,
my health and learn how to eat properly.”
everyone was really welcoming and they
The program not only helped Ortiz,
really teach you stuff that helps you
but
also her family, who were surprised
how to eat, exercise and other personal
by
her
drastic image change and new
things, too,” Ortiz said.
healthy eating habits.
The department will continue the 12“They were really surprised because
week program this semester starting
they don’t know about the portions, so
the second week of September and
when they saw me eating less, they were
is recruiting for its second class of
a little bit worried because they didn’t
40 students. The program provides
know
about that,” she said. “So, I mean,
nutrition classes, food preparation
they
had
to get used it. I had to explain
demonstrations, disease prevention
to them and show them, so now they do
awareness and exercise activities.
it, too. So it was
When
the
BEFORE
AFTER
helpful to my
p r o g r a m
family also.”
starts
next
A
total
of
month,
one40
students
hour meetings
participated in
will be held
the program last
twice a week
spring.
in Cortez Hall,
“We completed
next to the
the
program
Student Health
with
six
students
Services clinic.
and
we
saw a
The first
real difference
session
will
not only in their
consist
of
weight, but [also]
nutrition
in an instrument
Jessica Ortiz
l e s s o n s ,
that we provide
where students
to measure depression,” said Student
will learn about healthy foods, food
Health Services Director Eugenia Curet,
preparation and how to prevent diseases.
who started the program. “[There] was a
The second session will consist of
big change in their depression, because
group exercise in partnership with the
obesity and depression somehow are
Recreation, Education and Kinesiology
correlated.”
Center. Although this session is not
Although only six students stuck
mandatory, it will encourage students to
with
the program, she said there were
be active and see results faster.
benefits
for the majority of the students,
Charity Cavazos, a REK Center trainer,
including health education.
assisted in the program last spring.
Curet said even students who
“My
involvement
was
just
participated in the program for only one
demonstrating body weight exercises
or two months lost weight.
to students who did not have any type
Among the six participants who
of gym experience,” Cavazos said. “The
completed
the program, the average
nutrition part is, honestly, going to be
weight loss was 10.8 pounds. Individual
the best thing for you but you continue
weight loss ranged from 28.4 pounds
doing your exercises in order for your
to 1.8 pounds. Results from the Beck’s
body to be functional in order to be able
Depression Inventory ranged from 7
to feel healthier.”
to 32 before participants began the
Student Health Services will assist
program, but after completing it, the
students who take part in the program
inventory results ranged from 3 to 7.
by coordinating their school and work
To register for the program, call
schedules, providing sessions at times
Castilleja-Garza today at 882-7099.
when students are available.
“All students are eligible and the

Jamie Schanbaum, a meningitis survivor, undergoes therapy at St. David’s Rehabilitation in Austin.

By Marlane Ashley Rodriguez
The Collegian

It is rare to hear about
miracles in Brownsville,
but the story of Jamie
Schanbaum
surviving
meningitis
and
successfully launching a
law is a phenomenon.
Senate Bill 1107, the
Jaime
Schanbaum
and Nicolis Williams
Act,
mandates
that
every student entering
college in Texas must
be immunized against
meningitis.
Why would Schanbaum
push for such a law? As a
survivor of meningitis,
she believes she owes it to
the public.
“I am here to spread
awareness
to
those
who are unaware about
meningitis and what it
could lead to, because
what I went through,
no one else should go
through,”
Schanbaum
said.
A student at the
University of Texas at
Austin,
Schanbaum
caught meningitis and
was admitted into the
hospital in November
2008. The disease took
her fingers and the
bottom half of her legs.
She was not released
until May 2009.
The
22-year-old
Brownsville native said
remaining
optimistic
and grateful helped her
get through her toughest
times. The experience
was life-changing.
“Before, I was just
a
normal
student,”
Schanbaum
said.
“I
almost lost myself, and
I came back with more
ambition.”
While she was in the
hospital,
Schanbaum’s
mother, Patsy, began
the process to pass a bill

for students living on
campus to get vaccinated
for meningitis.
Patsy Schanbaum said
she is very grateful that
her daughter is with her.
“It is important for
… students to listen to
their bodies,” she said.
“Meningitis comes on like
flulike symptoms; don’t
take those symptoms for
granted.”
Students
must
be
educated on meningitis
and take the vaccination to
avoid what Schanbaum’s
mother calls a “crippling
and fatal disease.”
The original law, passed
in 2009, required only
those students living on
campus to be vaccinated
for meningitis.
Two years later, the
Schanbaums
pushed
to amend that law to
require
that
every
student entering college
be
vaccinated.
The
amendment was passed
and takes effect in
January 2012.
SB1107 was titled the
Jamie Schanbaum and
Nicolis Williams Act, in
honor of Schanbaum and
another Texas college
student who contracted
the disease.
The
Schanbaums’
message is for everyone
to be vaccinated.
“Meningitis is easily
passable through sharing
drinks or lipsticks,” Patsy
Schanbaum said. “The
college lifestyle scenario
makes students more
susceptible to getting the
disease.”
Residential
Life
and Housing Director
Douglas Stoves said he
agrees with the law.
“The idea that it
protects students from
bacterial meningitis is
very important,” Stoves
said. He said vaccination

is the best defense against
meningitis, especially for
those living in communal
settings, such as a
residential hall.
Student Health Services
Director Eugenia Curet
described
meningitis
as a disease caused by
the inflammation of the
protective
membranes
covering the brain and
spinal cord.
There are two types
of meningitis, viral and
bacterial.
“Actually,
[bacterial
meningitis] is the more
dangerous of the two,”
Curet said, and can result
in death.
Because
of
the
seriousness
of
the
disease, Curet supports
the new law.
“Vaccination is the
only thing I can highly
recommend” to avoid
catching meningitis, she
said.
The
meningitis
vaccination is available
for students in the
Student Health Services
Clinic, located in Cortez
Hall 237. The vaccination
costs $5 for students 18
and younger and $110 for
students 19 and older.
Schanbaum is studying
Human
and
Family
Development at UTAustin in the hope of
becoming a counselor
and competes in cycling.
She also is working on
urging more states to
pass the law.
“It
is
not
an
inconvenience,
it’s
actually
just
saving
people’s
lives,”
said
Schanbaum, who hopes
to see every college
student vaccinated.

Visit us at

facebook.com/utbcollegian
or utbcollegian.com
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YUMMY

Restaurant choices to take you out of the ordinary


Fresh
off the grill is Spanky’s baconcheddar burger. This meal costs only $6.35.

UTB/TSC students
with a valid ID get a
10 percent discount
on the $2.75 fruit cup
at Cherries Fruits &
Berries, located at
1387 International
Blvd.
SERGIO SALAZAR/collegian

Christopher Peña/collegian

By Rene Cardona Jr.
COLLEGIAN EDITOR

graphic by Michelle serrano/collegian

Earn $100 this week

Donate your plasma at Talecris Plasma Resources to
help save the lives of patients worldwide and earn
up to $100 this week as a new donor.

1401 East Washington Street
Brownsville, TX
(956) 982-0445
www.talecrisplasma.com

Monday: 8:00 a.m. – 3:00 p.m.
Tuesday: 8:00 a.m. – 6:00 p.m.
Wednesday: 8:00 a.m. – 5:00 p.m.
Thursday: 8:00 a.m. – 6:00 p.m.
Friday: 8:00 a.m. – 5:00 p.m.
Saturday: 8:00 a.m. – 3:00 p.m.

“So where are we going to eat?” “I don’t
know.” “I don’t care. You decide.” “I don’t
care either. You decide.” “No, really, I
don’t care. Pick wherever.”
You can put a stop to this potentially
endless conversation, which is sure to
land you at a restaurant you frequent, by
checking out some local eateries close to
UTB/TSC.
Are you in the mood for homemade
burgers? Large or small? Deliciously
complicated or basic? If you chose both
first options, four words: Nacho Macho,
Spanky’s Burgers.
“That [burger] there is half a pound
of ground beef and it is covered with
mounds of melted cheddar cheese, grilled
jalapeños, grilled onions and stackedhigh tortilla chips, lettuce, tomato and
avocado,” said Ron Saenz, owner of
Spanky’s Burgers.
Spanky’s offers about 17 different
kinds of hamburger combos, along with
appetizers such as onion rings ($3.30),
fried mushrooms ($4.99) and wings
(10 for $6.35). Strapped for cash? Head
over between 11 a.m. and 3 p.m. and you
can demolish an avocado burger combo
($5.95) or a bacon-cheddar burger combo
($6.30).
Other menu items include sandwiches,
seafood and soup. For the full menu, go
to spankysburgers.com or call 542-4007.
Spanky’s is located at 1355 Palm Blvd
and is open Monday through Thursday
from 10 a.m. to 7 p.m., Friday and
Saturday it closes at 8 p.m.
Then there’s Rutledge, whose menu
welcomes the broke college student. And,
don’t worry, the burgers satisfy like no
dollar menu item ever could. Rutledge
keeps it simple, dressing its burgers with
onion, lettuce, tomato and mustard, and
the patty is packed with flavor.
A cheeseburger costs $1.40 (with ham,
$1.75) and a double-meat, double-cheese
burger costs $2.15 (with ham, $2.50),
just to name a few. Drinks (12-oz. sodas)
and a small bag of chips are each less
than a dollar. Don’t forget to take cash-Rutledge doesn’t take any plastic.
Keep your eyes peeled, though, because
the burger stand, operating since 1924,
is kind of hard to spot given that it is no
bigger than a hallway. It’s located at 1126
E. Washington St. and is open 10 a.m. to
6 p.m. Monday through Saturday.
Want a bigger meal, reminiscent of your
grandma’s cooking? At Las Palmas you’ll
get a Mexican feast for only $5.99, with
soup, main dish, dessert and lemonade or
iced tea. Depending on the day, you can
get chile relleno, fajita al carbón, carne
guisada or the Mexican Plate, which has
one taco, an enchilada, a chalupa and rice
and beans. Las Palmas is located at 220
Palm Blvd. and is open from 7 a.m. to 3
p.m. every day.
Like a lot of students, maybe you
work off campus and are pressed for

time. A new place has sprung up right
off University Boulevard, next to Burger
King, and it’s not another burger chain.
Burrok, opened up by UTB/TSC biology
major Isela Padilla, serves up burritos
wrapped in a 14-inch tortilla. Once
you’re in the restaurant, line up, pick
white or Mexican rice, whole black, pinto
or refried beans and your meat choice—
fajita ($5.95), chicken fajita ($5.80), pork
carnitas ($5.95) or pastor ($5.95). Then
pick from a variety of veggies.
More meats and a liquor license are
to come, said Burrok Manager Abraham
Martinez, who also designed the modern
industrial look of the restaurant.
Customers can come in between 11 a.m.
and 11 p.m. Monday through Saturday,
but the grand opening will be at 5:30
p.m. Sept. 1.
Don’t forget dessert. During these
sweltering summer Valley days, there are
two cool options: La Paleta Michoacana at
914 Palm Boulevard and Cherries Fruits
and Berries, which is down the street
from UTB/TSC at 1387 International
Blvd.
At La Paleta Michoacana, you have
a rainbow of options. To name a few,
there’s vanilla, pistachio with almonds,
chocolate and mango ice cream (regular
cones $1, large $2.50); strawberry and
grape bolis ($1); a cornucopia of fruit
bars from watermelon and coconut to
tamarindo (juice $1.25, leche $1.75);
flavored aguas of melon, watermelon,
jamaica and pineapple (large $2). It’s
open from 10 a.m. to 9 p.m. Monday
through Friday and 9 a.m. to 6 p.m.
Saturday and Sunday.
Cherries Fruits and Berries, as the
name implies, has a slew of menu items
based on fruit.
Smoothies start at $2.99, aguas at
$1.75 and milkshakes at $3.20. There are
also special items, such as banana splits
($4.25), corn in a cup ($1.76) and the
classic fruit cocktail ($2.75), with your
choice of fruit and chile powder. UTB/
TSC students get a 10 percent discount
with ID.
With a comfortable lounge for snacking,
a flat-screen TV and Wi-Fi access, it’s
a great place to chill after classes. It’s
open from 10:30 a.m. to 9 p.m. Monday
through Saturday.
If you’re sweet tooth favors baked
goods, head to Lola’s Bakery at 1335 Palm
Blvd, between 8 a.m. and 6 p.m. Monday
through Saturday.
“We do have free Wi-Fi; come in have
your combo, have your food, have your
little pastry, bring your computer,” said
Lola’s Baker Rene Ramirez.
You can get a cream horn ($1.99 each),
filled with marshmallow cream and
powdered sugar on top, chocolate chip
cookies (50 cents), brownies ($1.99) or
any other freshly baked good.
Lola’s Bakery also has deli sandwiches
starting at $5.25. Check out the full menu
at lolasbakery.com.
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told The Collegian “some
board members weren’t
even aware that TSC
money was being used
to
give
scholarships
to
upper-level
UTB
students.”
Rendon said giving the
money to upper-division
students does not fit in
with a “college” mission.
“The junior college
mission is associates,” he
said. “That’s what a junior
college mission is, so we
were using money from
the TSC District that is for
a junior college mission
to provide scholarships
for a university mission,
which is not what the
taxing district is about.”
In 2007, the board of
trustees began offering
the scholarship to upperdivision students who
enrolled in at least 15
semester credit hours,
said David Oliveira, who
has been on the board for
more than 17 years.
“Our
feeling
was
that No. 1, we were
in a partnership, so
University
of
Texas
System, you know, UTBrownsville, did a lot of
things that benefited the
junior college immensely
and so this is one way we
thought we could reward
our students who were
transferring on to UTBrownsville,”
Oliveira
said.
The
scholarship
itself dates to 2002, he
said, and was provided
because of tuition costs.
“We knew our tuition
was a little higher than
junior college tuition for
our students who were
taking
those
classes
and so in an effort to
help them with some of
those costs, we started
supplementing tuition,”
Oliveira said.
Because
of
the

CITY

Continued from Page 8
also qualify.
BISD assisted more
than
1,000
children
who were classified as
homeless during the
2009-2010 school year.
Parks
conducted
research on other cities
across the nation that
have high poverty levels
and discovered that they
issued snack-pack bags
to the poor children
throughout the school
districts.
The Food Bank of
Brownsville is making
the snack packs and has
partnered with several
churches in Brownsville
including Living Way
Family Church, Central
Christian
Church
and Christ Church of
the Valley, which are
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separation
of
both
institutions, eventually
only TSC students will get
the college’s scholarship.
“Going forward at some
point that scholarship
will only benefit TSC
students,” Lewis said. “…
Next year, we will get a
better look at what is the
true enrollment of UTB
vs. TSC. But, because
some of that is still mixed
right now, I think the
trustees didn’t want to
harm any of the students
who would be potential
TSC students regardless
of
their
current
classification. Typically,
you wouldn’t expect the
community college to be
subsidizing a four-year
university.”
Trustee Dr. Robert
Lozano said the issue is
something that has to
be studied to see what
others do across the state.
“It’s a little easier
when a partnership was
there and we’re all kind
of living under the same
tent,” Lozano said. “You
can, pretty well, justify it.
It makes it harder when
we are separating, so I
say it’s something that
may be phased if we do
get rid of it as opposed to
just yanking the rug out
from [under] students
who need the financial
help.”
Other trustees said they
do not want to implement
the changes to the TSC
Trustee Scholarship this
year, as it is so late in the
registration, enrollment
and payment process.
“Whatever
the
qualification is currently,
I didn’t want to change
it for this year, this
fiscal year,” Trustee Trey
Mendez said. “If we are
going to make a change
like that, I think we
need to make a change
at a fiscal year level,
rather than midyear,
midsemester.”
Oliveira agreed.

“I think for at least
the next year we should
try to reinstate those
supplements for upperlevel students, as well,
so they don’t suffer any
hardships as a result
of this because when
they did plan their
semester last year, we
were still supplementing
scholarships and there
was no word,” he said.
“We didn’t give any
indication that we weren’t
going to continue to
provide that.”
At the July 28 meeting
Trustee Adela Garza
said, “These are still our
students. If they’ve made
commitments this year,
I really think we should
continue it,” referring to
the scholarship.
Trustee Rene Torres
commented after Garza:
“When we identify and
define who is a TSC and
who is a UTB student,
we revisit the issue. As
it is now, in the spirit of
cooperation, we continue
it the way it is at least
until at least another
year.”
Trustee Dr. Robert
Robles could not be
reached for comment,
and was not present at
the July 28 meeting.
But students such as
Ruth Garza, a senior
English major, still had
to pay a tuition balance-something new to her-because the scholarship
was removed from her
financial aid package.
“It
was
really
inconvenient
because
they let me know the
day before the payment
deadline and so I had to
run to the bank at the
last minute, dip into my
savings,” Garza said. “It
was like $300 that I had
to pay on my own and
that I wasn’t expecting.
… I would usually have
$500 or so left over for
books.”

donating food.
Some of the items
featured in the bags are a
Chef Boyardee meal bowl,
granola bars, graham
crackers, cheese crackers,
applesauce, fruit and a
juice box. About 15 items
are in each bag.
Also joining the effort
is UTB/TSC.
“Starting in September,
we’re gonna have five
locations in UTB for
donations,” Parks said,
adding
that
college
students will also benefit
from the program.
“We don’t want our
children to sit down, and
our students, trying to be
studying for a test and
they’re wondering where
their next snack is coming
from,” Parks said about
providing the snacks for
the university’s students.
The bags will be issued
by the BISD Homeless

Youth Connection Project
on the basis of need.
They are provided during
the school year and
throughout the summer.
There are currently
27 donation locations
in Brownsville, and the
organization is hoping to
get to 50 by September.

¡Bienvenidos!

Welcome Week activities help students become Scorpions
By Samantha Ruiz
The Collegian

Incoming
freshman
Joe Salazar feels a
bit intimidated about
coming to college.
Salazar, a respiratory
therapy
major,
said
the help he needs
transitioning
from
high school to college is
“[working without] the
push teachers used to
give you in high school”
and, of course, paying for
his classes.
However, he felt better
after
hearing
about
Welcome Week.
“It’s going to help me
out [to] more or less see
what UTB/TSC is about,”
Salazar said.
The university aims
to make Salazar and
thousands
of
other
students feel at home with
a variety of activities.
“The first days of
school are, maybe, very
challenging for some new
students,” said Student
Life
Director
Sergio
Martinez.
Martinez said many
incoming freshmen don’t
know where everything
is on campus, so these
students will be assisted
and put at ease during
Welcome Week.
Kicking
off
the
activities was the grand
opening of the Casa Bella
student housing complex
last Saturday. University
officials expected 479
students on Move-In Day.
Today and Tuesday,
students
will
be
assisted by volunteers
at information tables
located in the Education
and Business Complex
courtyard, Endowment
Courtyard,
Student
Union lawn and the
Camille
Lightner
Courtyard. Here, new
students will be greeted
by friendly staff and
students,
Martinez
said, who will give them
directions to their classes.
The volunteers will be at
the tables from 8 a.m. to
noon and 4-7 p.m.
At 11 a.m. Wednesday,
students can sit in the
popular Big Red Chair

and take a keepsake
photo. The event, which
ends at 2 p.m., includes
free food, giveaways and
music.
Can you beat your
friends at video games?
Then you might want
to compete in the “Call

Leslie Barrientos/collegian

A student gets his hand waxed during
last year’s Orange Crush.

of Duty: Black Ops”
tournament, set from
noon-3 p.m. Thursday in
the Student Union Game
Room. First-, secondand third-place winners
will receive an award
certificate.
First-year students will
be welcomed formally by
UTB/TSC and have an
opportunity to meet new
people during Freshman
Convocation, set for 3
p.m. Thursday in the
Arts Center. Freshmen
will then gather on the
center’s lawn for a mixer
that will feature free food
and games. Sting Radio
will provide the music.
Freshman Convocation is
a requirement for the new
first-year seminar class.
Good study habits—
and good health--are key
to academic success. You
can get tips on staying
healthy at the carnival
hosted by Student Health
Services from 9:30 a.m.1 p.m. Thursday on the
Paseo by Cortez Hall.
The first 200 students
to arrive at Orange Well,
slated from 5:30-7 p.m.
Friday in the SET-B
Lecture Hall, will each
receive a $5 gift card to
McDonald’s. During the
event, Oscar Lopez, CEO
and chief development

director of Connected
Health Solutions, will
make a presentation
on HIV prevention. A
drawing for an iPod
shuffle also will be
conducted.
At the end of the
week, you might be
stressed out from all
those
classes
you’ve
attended and trying to
find a parking spot close
to your classroom. It’s
time to chill at the main
event of Welcome Week,
Orange Crush, which will
take place from 7 p.m.midnight Friday at the
Recreation,
Education
and Kinesiology Center.
Junior environmental
sciences major Bianca
Delgado is like most
returning
students-excited about Orange
Crush.
“Orange
Crush
is
the most fun [event],”
said Delgado, who also
participated
in
last
year’s Join-a-Club Day
as a member of Circle K
International.
There’s
something
for everyone at Orange
Crush: free food, games,
prizes and live music.
Enjoy the Movie under
the Stars, “Fast Five,”
play dodgeball and make
your own keychain or
music video. The Chris
Luna Band, Sick Sea, Los
Cuervos and DJ Jose will
provide music.
A highlight of the night
will be a performance by
comedian and hypnotist
Rich Aimes. Students
are encouraged to bring
family and friends to
Orange Crush. Admission
is free for UTB/TSC
students with a valid ID
and $5 for non-students.
Welcome
Week
continues next week
with the Student Health
Services Open House
from 9:30 a.m.-1 p.m.
Aug. 29 in Cortez Hall
237; Join-a-Club Day,
10:30 a.m.-1:30 p.m. Aug.
30 at the Student Union;
Tardeada, 5:30-7:30 p.m.
Aug. 30 in the EDBC
Courtyard; and a second
Join-a-Club Day, 5-7:30
p.m. Aug. 31 in the REK
Center.
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Committee OKs
$60 year-round
parking permit

Deadline
for adds,
drops
changed

By Alexandra Gracia
THE COLLEGIAN

Remember waiting in a long
line
outside
Campus
Police
headquarters to buy your permit
every semester? Now you can buy
a year-round permit to reduce the
long, hot wait time.
The permits did not go up in
price; instead, you are paying the
sum of all the permits purchased
during the year. The $60 permit
will be valid during the fiscal year,
from Sept.1 0f this year until Aug.
31, 2012.
“Back in January, [the Parking
and Traffic Committee] made the
decision that we were going into a
year-round parking permit,” Police
Chief Juan Cardoza said, adding
that before the new fall session,
the permit cost $20 for each long
session and $10 for each summer
session.
Campus Police began announcing
the change a few weeks ago.
“A couple of weeks ago, we sent
out an email and I’m not sure if
everybody got it,” Cardoza said.
“And that [announcement] was in
there and every week it moves down
but it still stays there. Do we need
to continue to announce it? Yes, we
do.”
The police chief believes yearround permit will be convenient for
the campus community.
“It’s a one-time purchase and [the
students] update information to the

vehicle
a n d
o n c e
they pay,
we
get
a
listing
to
our
database,
which in turn
will
reduce
standing in line and purchasing
more permits.”
On Scorpion Online, you can
register two vehicles on one permit
if you want or you can also buy
multiple permits if you want, but
you have to enter the information
for each vehicle.
During the first week of school,
Campus Police does not issue
tickets unless you are parked in the
wrong area or parked improperly.
After Sept. 1, Campus Police will
start issuing tickets to individuals
who have not purchased the permit.
“As long as they’re parked properly
(designated parking, within the
lines), there will be a grace period
the first week,” Cardoza said.
After the first week, if you have
paid for a permit but have not
received it, visit Campus Police to
ask what happened to the permit.
If an entering student registers in
April to start classes in the summer,
the permit will cost $20 for both

By Alexandra Gracia

THE COLLEGIAN

sessions.
Douglas Arney, associate vice
president for Business Affairs,
said students who graduate this
December or who do not attend the
spring semester will not receive a
refund.
Some students believe paying
$60 for the permit is a bit much.
“I think it’s a bit pricey, but with
the economy the way it is, makes it
reasonable,” said Ernesto Sanchez,
a junior radiologic technology
major. “It might [make] a slight
difference in my budget but, overall,
not too great.”
“It’s going to be more expensive
for people that don’t go to summer
classes,” junior psychology major
Jennifer Rodriguez said. “It will
affect my budget in a negative way.”
You can purchase the permit
via Scorpion Online or at Campus
Police, located next to the water
tower.

Blackboard upgraded
9.1 version easier for students and faculty to use

By Alexandra Gracia
THE COLLEGIAN

Remember the boring,
old Blackboard? Well, it
was kicked to the curb
and now there’s a new and
improved online course
management system has
some interesting features
that students and faculty
might love.
For the last few
months, the new version
of the system was
promoted on the UTB/
TSC Blackboard home
page for users to explore
and was implemented
before Summer Session II
began.
“It’s easier to use for the
student and it has more
interactivity,” said Rene
Sainz, assistant director
of
Online
Learning
and
Instructional
Technologies.
New
features
include blogs, wikis,
announcements and a
customizable dashboard.
“They are integrated
into every course now and,
of course, it’s up to the

faculty to use those tools,”
said Francisco Garcia, the
department’s manager.
“This guides more to
group collaborations so
the students can interact
more with faculty and
other students.”
It’s also easier for
students to navigate. A
new drag and drop feature
lets users easily move
modules and other things
around to customize their
view in Blackboard.
Blackboard gives you
the date, time and room
location of your class,
plus your course list. Now,
you don’t have to worry
about one of your classes
changing room numbers
last minute. Once that
classroom
change
is
made in Scorpion Online,
all the information is
updated and transferred
to Blackboard.
“Blackboard receives
all the information from
Scorpion Online,” Sainz
said. “It reflects any
changes
automatically.
It’s a good way to check

your courses.”
Junior
exercise
science major Karlo Cruz
completed his last course
for the summer in which
Blackboard was the main
tool.
“Blackboard
is
self-explanatory
and
everything
regarding
the class was just a click
away,” Cruz said. “My
favorite feature has to be
the grade book because
it’s easy to keep up with
your class progress.”
Although not every
professor on campus
uses Blackboard as a
tool, there are a few who
use the tool to their full
potential. Karon Jahn,
an
associate
master
technical instructor in
the
Communication
Department, has used
Blackboard for her hybrid
Applied Communication
course for eight years.
“I love it,” Jahn said.
“That’s one of the reasons
I wanted to play around
with it. From a faculty
perspective, discussion

board is easier to grade
because before there were
more clicks involved in
the grading.”
If you are having
trouble using Blackboard,
there are short videos
students
and
staff
can view for help with
submitting assignment
and other tools. Other
than
watching
the
tutorials and going to
a training session, you
can get help online via
Blackboard Collaborate.
It is similar to Skype
and can be used for any
question you may have.
“You can talk to
a
librarian
using
Blackboard Collaborate
for any questions and if
you can have a webcam,
you can video chat with
the librarian,” Sainz said.
The
office
of
Online
Learning
and
Instructional
Technologies, located in
SET B 2.320, is available
to train students and
faculty on a daily basis.

Days before
the
start
of
classes,
UTB/
TSC’s
student
registration
system
failed,
but
officials
said
they
expected the system to
be operational again by
last Friday.
Around
4
p.m.
Wednesday, the system
hardware began having
difficulties. As a result,
the university decided to
extend the deadline for
adds and drops.
“We [were] having
some system hardware
difficulties and we are
currently working on
them,” Associate Vice
President for Enrollment
Management
Rene
Villarreal
said
last
Wednesday. “With that
said, we are extending
the add and drop
activity. Our IT staff is
diligently working with
the hardware provider
to get us back on and
running.”
With the help of
software
provider
Datatel, the deadline
for adds and drops
was extended to last
Friday and Saturday.
Late registration will
begin today and end this
Friday.
“It happened to be a
hardware failure and we
contacted the vendor’s
support system to recoup
and restart our system,”
Villarreal said.
Before the system
failure, the original
dates for adds and drops
was last Wednesday and
Thursday. In the past
adds and drops took
place during the start of
the semester.
“What we found was
that there was quite a
bit of interruption at
the start of the term,”
Registrar Albert Barreda
said. “Professors were

having a difficult time
staying on schedule with
their syllabus, because
there were still too
many changes that were
occurring when the term
was starting.
“We also wanted to
make sure students who
registered early had the
first opportunity to pick
up any classes before
the term started and
the prior schedules gave
students that registered
late an equal chance to
those who had registered
early. That was really
the primary purpose,
to give those students
who registered early the
first opportunity to pick
up classes, especially
those classes that grew
in size or were created in
August.”
During the first week
of school, students can
still drop but cannot add
classes.
S o p h o m o r e
government
major
Luis Gabriel MartinezCarlos and sophomore
diagnostic
medical
sonography major Sharai
Martinez
think
the
new add/drop deadline
is
inconvenient
for
students.
“It’s a little annoying
to
me
personally,
because I’m usually an
indecisive person that
might be giving a class
second thoughts last
minute and might want
to switch it,” MartinezCarlos said. “Other than
that, I have no beef with
it. It’s a deadline, like a
lot of other deadlines in
the real world that we
knew about in advance
and had time to plan for.”
Martinez said: “That
[new deadline] seems
a little pointless and
inconvenient. What are
the people that do need
to add classes supposed
to do?”

“LIKE” us on Facebook

YOUR
NEWS
IN ONE
PLACE

facebook.com/utbcollegian

16 | ARTS & ENTERTAINMENT

August 22, 2011
the collegian

Shots & Labels

Alexandra Garcia/collegian photos

“I Am Blessed” a painting by fine arts professor Carlos G. Gómez will be shown in The Art Gallery at Rusteberg. Gómez’ exhibition
“Handsome Pepper: A Reflective Observation,” will begin the series of exhibits presented by Patron of the Arts.

A plethora of palettes
Museums’ exhibits offer a variety of work for art lovers

LESLIE BARRIENTOS/collegian photos

Name: Josie Del Castillo
Classification: Freshman
Clothing: floral blouse, thrift store ($1.50); marigold skirt, Forever21
($15); pearl necklace, Forever21 ($8); baby blue high heels, thrift
store ($3); white purse, thrift store.
Who/what inspires your style? Lookbook.nu and photography
Describe your style in three words: “Creative, vintage, vivid.”
-Compiled by Leslie Barrientos

Club
spotlight

By Alexandra Gracia
THE COLLEGIAN

Let the stack of
homework pile up; it’s
time to visit the art
galleries on and off
campus.
UTB/TSC’s Art Gallery
in Rusteberg Hall and the
Brownsville Museum of
Fine Art showcase local
and world-renown known
artists.
“Handsome Pepper: A
Reflective Observation,”
an exhibition by Fine
Arts Professor Carlos G.
Gómez, will kicks off the
university’s Patron of the
Arts season on Sept. 13.
An exchange show
between faculty of South
Texas College in McAllen
and UTB/TSC will follow
Gómez’s show on Oct. 25.
“It’s kind of interesting
since we came up with an
articulation
agreement
with STC,” Gómez said. “A

SERGIO SALAZAR/collegian

Members of the Emergency Medical Science Club include (front row, from left) Vice President Flor Sanchez, Nicole Chacon,
Treasurer Gabriela Contreras, Francisco Guerrero, President Jackeline Lopez, and Henry Gonzales. Back row: Oscar Gonzalez,
Pete Zamarripa, Jennifer Anderson and Isai Bulnes.

Name: Emergency Medical Science Club
Purpose: To bring awareness to UTB/TSC and the surrounding community about
opportunities within the Emergency Medical Science Program and its related fields
of study.
Established: 2008
President:  Jackeline Lopez
Vice President: Flor Sanchez
Treasurer: Gabriela Contreras
Adviser: Elizabeth Chavez, assistant master technical instructor
Activities: Provides first aid during school events, volunteers at healthcare-related
events and raises funds for school-related activities
Meetings: 10:30 a.m. each Tuesday in Life and Health Sciences Lab 1.402
Membership requirements: All students who possess basic healthcare
skills, including pulse reading, correct use of a blood pressure cuff with a
sphygmomanometer, proper use of a stethoscope and basic vital readings can
become members.
Dues: None
For more information, email emsclub1@yahoo.com or stop by the lab.

--Compiled by Marlane Ashley Rodriguez

“Inferno”, a watercolor illustration of
Dante Alighieri’s “Divine Comedy” by
Salvador Dalí will be shown in The
Brownsville Museum of Fine Art.

lot of their students might
come over here so they
can get to see exactly who
we are as faculty and we
can see who they are. So,
I think, in a way it’s kind
of an educational show.”
In the spring, adjunct

faculty member Noel
Palmenez will have an
exhibition as well.
“To those people who
really like to see a lot of
detail and a lot of skill,
he’s going to blow you
away,” Gómez said of
Palmenez. “He is one of
my favorite artists and
his way of depicting
the image is extremely
technical.  Perhaps, in my
humble opinion [he is] one

BROWNSVILLE
MUSEUM
OF FINE ART
Admission: $5
Hours of operation:
Tues.-Sat., 10 a.m.-4 p.m.
Phone number: 542-0941
Address: 660 E. Ringgold St.
of the better draftsmen
around.
“His sense for detail and
truth is unquestionable.
His understanding of the
‘object’ is scientific and I
doubt that many can draw
like him. His paintings
are full of information
and take the viewer into
another world.”
After Palmenez, Jesus
De la Rosa, a printmaker
and assistant professor
of art at Texas A&M
Universit y-K ingsv i l le,
will conduct a workshop
with
an
interactive
experimental drawing on
Feb. 21.
“Every time you get
students involved with
what an artist does is
always good,” Gómez
said.
Next March, students
of all majors can compete
in a juried exhibition. Any
type of artwork such as
photography, ceramics,
printmaking and painting
can be submitted.

Toward the end of each
semester, two senior
exhibits will be held. The
seniors will write a thesis
and present a body of
work.
“Usually,
this
is
the highlight of their
education,” Gómez said.
Off
campus,
the
Brownsville
Museum
of Fine Art is showing
“Botanica,” a glimpse of
the diverse and beautiful
world of the plant
kingdom by Pu Chen, and
“Art, the Bond Between
Us,” paintings by Wilma
Langhamer and Carl
Mohner. Both exhibits
end in mid-September.
On
Oct.
21,
the
museum will host its
fifth anniversary gala
with
Salvador
Dalí’s
watercolor illustrations
of
Dante
Alighieri’s
“Divine Comedy.” The
exhibit is part of a twoyear, 10-city national

THE ART GALLERY
AT RUSTEBURG
Admission: $1
Hours of operation:
Mon.: 10 a.m.-12:30 p.m., 5-7 p.m.
Tues.: 9 a.m.-4 p.m.
Wed.: 9 a.m.-12:30 p.m., 5 -7 p.m.
Thurs.: 9 a.m.-4 p.m.
Fri.: 8-10 a.m., 1-5 p.m.
Phone number: 882-7097

tour and the museum
was chosen as one of the
sites to showcase Dalí’s
illustrations.
“We want everyone
from the [Rio Grande]
Valley to come to the
[Dalí exhibit] because
it contains literature,”
said Adriana Contreras,
marketing director for
the museum. “We are
privileged to have this
here.”
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Estudiante
de hoy

Leslie Barrientos/Collegian

Nombre: Irene Marisela Martínez
Edad: 43 años
Especialidad: Español
Clasificación: Estudiante de último año
Fecha de graduación: Diciembre 2011
Ciudad natal: Torreón, Coahuila, México
Promedio: 3.25
Reconocimientos: Lista de la Rectora,
Verano 2007 y Verano 2008; Lista del Decano,
Verano 2009.
Pasatiempos: “Salgo mucho con mis hijos.
Vamos al cine, al parque y visito a mis amigas
para que ellos convivan con sus hijos. Dedico
todo mi tiempo libre a ellos.
¿Cuáles son tus metas? “Deseo ser una
excelente maestra, porque me encanta el
idioma español. Me gusta dominarlo y ayudar
a que otras personas lo hablen correctamente.
Estoy muy orgullosa de mis raíces, por eso
sigo estudiando el lenguaje, además quiero ser
un buen ejemplo para mis hijos”.
¿Qué actividades escolares realizas?
“Soy parte del club ASPIRE. Nos reunimos
una vez al mes y respondemos a invitaciones
que nos hacen para ciertas actividades
estudiantiles. Lo disfruto mucho porque,
además, nos ayudamos mutuamente en
asuntos relacionados con la escuela”.
Actividades extracurriculares: “Soy
maestra sustituta de Brownsville Independent
School District”.
¿Cuál es tu inspiración? “Me inspiran mis
maestros y mis hijos y me motiva también
ver a personas que luchan para salir adelante;
amo ver un sueño hecho realidad”.
¿Cuál sería tu trabajo ideal? “Mi trabajo
ideal es aquel en el que no queden preguntas
sin respuesta, en el cual yo sea capaz de
disipar todas las dudas de mis alumnos para
que logren un óptimo aprendizaje”.
¿Qué técnicas usas para estudiar?
“Pongo mucha atención en clase, tomo notas
y las repaso. De esta manera, si surge alguna
duda, puedo consultarla con el maestro antes
del examen”.
¿Cuál es tu consejo para los alumnos
de nuevo ingreso? “A todos los estudiantes
les digo que en la vida tendrán muchos
problemas, algunos más difíciles que otros,
pero lo que importa es nuestra capacidad de
solucionarlos. Nunca se dejen derrotar por
nada pues, por imposible que parezca, todos
los obstáculos se pueden derrumbar”.
Anécdota: “Esta escuela me ha regalado
muchas anécdotas, pero una de las más
importantes fue en 2005, en mi cumpleaños.
En clase estábamos tomando un examen
y cuando terminé el mío, el maestro se
salió apresurado del salón, así como mis
compañeros; esto me extrañó un poco, pues
éramos un grupo muy unido. Yo salí a tomar
un refresco y, al regresar, me sorprendió ver
a mis compañeros, a mi maestro y a su esposa
esperándome con un pastel. Me sentí muy
querida y agradecida con todos ellos; es un
gesto que no olvidaré”.
--Recopilado por Viridiana Zúñiga

Las dos caras de la narco-guerra
La situación en Matamoros va más allá de las estadísticas

The Collegian
“La vida tiene que seguir”,
aseguran los residentes
de Matamoros a pesar de
que se estima que, cada 48
minutos, muere en México
una persona a consecuencia
del narcotráfico.
La
migración
ilegal
bajó en un 80 por ciento,
la economía del país se
incrementó en un 5.5 por
ciento en 2010, según el
Pew Hispanic Center, y los
habitantes de la “ciudad más
peligrosa de Tamaulipas”
se acostumbran al peligro
cotidiano.
“Nuestra tolerancia con la
situación ha crecido”, dijo
“Ernesto”, un estudiante de
UTB/TSC cuyo nombre ha
sido cambiado por motivos
de seguridad. “Antes, era
imponente ver una pistola,
ahora no nos preocupa si
hay una balacera a tres
calles de nuestra casa”.
En
contraste
con
la
frontera,
ciudades
mexicanas otrora seguras
y turísticas, viven por
primera vez el terror del
narcotráfico.
“¿Este miedo es el
que sientes?” pregunta
“Pablo” estudiante del sur

de México a una amiga
residente de Matamoros,
después del atentado en su
estado natal.
“Lo sentía, pero ya no”,
responde ella “…y no sé si
eso es bueno, o malo”.
Existen en México 130
células delictivas, según
la Secretaria de Marina
y Armada de México. De
acuerdo con la Presidencia
de la República, hasta la
fecha, y desde el 2006 (año
en que Felipe Calderón
tomó la presidencia de
México) han muerto más de
50 mil personas a causa de
crímenes relacionados con
las drogas.
“Lo peligroso no son
las balaceras, sino las
extorsiones pues atentan
directamente contra ti y
tu familia”, dijo “Carlos”,
ciudadano estadounidense
y estudiante.
Carlos,
que
visita
periódicamente la ciudad,
dijo: “Los únicos que saben
cuál es la situación son los
que viven en Matamoros,
nadie más”.
“Pamela”,
también
estudiante, dijo: “Es una
situación bastante fuerte,
pero es nuestra ciudad,
no la podemos dejar tan

fácilmente”.
Ella
dijo
haber
presenciado una de las
peores balaceras que se han
reportado.
“Tuve que abandonar mi
carro y correr” Pamela dijo.
“Por fortuna, un marino me
abrazó para protegerme
y me puso a salvo. No salí
durante tres días, hasta
que me di cuenta que si
no aceptaba la situación
de Matamoros, no podría
seguir adelante con mi vida.
Ahora me siento a gusto
viviendo en mi ciudad y no
quisiera irme nunca”.
Un empleado de UTB/
TSC es optimista sobre el
futuro de México.
“Lo que me ata a México
es su cultura”, dijo “José”.
“Tengo una gran admiración
por el país y estoy seguro
de que saldremos de esto.
Por lo pronto, yo ya no doy
‘mordidas’ a los tránsitos”.
La vida social que solía
tener la ciudad es uno de
los aspectos más afectados.
“Ahora tengo que salir en
Brownsville para que mis
papás no se preocupen”,
dijo “María”.
Recuerda José: “Hasta
hace poco, yo solía salir de
mi casa sin ningún plan y

siempre encontraba una
reunión de amigos en
la calle. Ahora, sólo voy
a reuniones en lugares
cerrados”.
Él es visitante asiduo de
Brownsville en las noches.
“Vengo a Brownsville
porque mis papás no
me llaman tanto”, José
dijo. “Aún con todas
las
desventajas,
sigo
prefiriendo
salir
en
Matamoros”.
A aquellos que aún
deseen visitar nuestra
ciudad
vecina,
María
asegura: “Es cuestión de
saber a dónde ir. Debemos
estar
pendientes
de
cualquier anomalía cuando
se maneja”.
Y José recomienda a
aquellos que no ha ido
a Matamoros en mucho
tiempo que “usen Twitter,
ahí es donde la gente reporta
en dónde hay problemas,
así que mientras sepan
a qué lugares ir, visiten
Matamoros y compren sus
elotes y aguacates”.
“Vicente”, un estudiante,
dijo: “Nos han golpeado
muy duro con esta guerra,
pero seguimos de pie, como
si no nos doliera nada. Por
eso no me voy de México”.

Hacer fila en el puente ‘vale la pena’
Alumnos cruzan diariamente para tomar sus clases
Por Viridiana Zúñiga


Editora de español

Estudiantes de UTB/
TSC que cruzan de México
diariamente
gastan
alrededor de mil pesos
mensuales en cuotas y pasan
hasta dos horas
haciendo
fila
para venir a
clase.
En
la
universidad
estudian
323
estudiantes
internacionales,
234 de los cuales
son
mexicanos
y
cruzan
la
frontera
para
asistir a clases. Para
hacerlo, deben pagar
una cuota de 3 y 24
pesos para peatones
y
automovilistas,
respectivamente.
Se
estima que Matamoros,
en los cinco primeros
meses del presente año,
recibió una cantidad de
3,118,607 pesos en los
puentes
internacionales,
según
la
Secretaría
de
Comunicaciones
y
Transportes de México.
“Vivo
en
Matamoros
porque es más barato”,
explica Roberto Torres, un
empleado de UTB/TSC con
ciudadanía estadounidense
que vive en Matamoros. “Sí,
pago el puente diariamente,
pero si comparo eso con el
precio de pagar una casa
o un departamento aquí,
es mejor quedarme en
Matamoros”.
Samantha
Guerrero,
estudiante de último año
en educación, dijo: “No me
molesta tanto lo que pago
por pasar, sino la espera”.

Guerrero lleva tres años
cruzando diariamente para
asistir a la escuela.
“Es más fácil de lo que la
mayoría imagina”,
dijo. “… Es como
hacer fila para
pagar en Business
Office, tan sencillo
como eso”.
Nereida Gámez,
estudiante
de
segundo año en

el hecho de que no puedo
tener un horario fijo, pero
me he acostumbrado a
levantarme temprano; se ha
hecho una rutina”.
Por su parte, Guerrero
aconseja: “Nunca sabes
cuánto te vas a tardar
en pasar, así que
anticípate”.

“Si
pasas
todos los
días,
es
mejor usar
el Sentri,
no tardas
nada”, ella
dijo.
La línea
S e n t r i
ofrece al
educación,
ha
cruzado
durante
dos
años.
“ [ C r u z a r
diariamente]
es
muy
cansado,
pero
llega
un
momento
en
el
que
te
acostumbras”
dijo
Gámez.
“Además,
aunque
soy
ciudadana
[estadounidense], me gusta
más vivir en Matamoros, así
que vale la pena”.
Tania Galván, estudiante
de último año en traducción,
comparte: “Se me complica

conductor
una
espera más corta que
la
acostumbrada.
Para
obtenerla, el conductor y los
pasajeros del vehículo, deben
someterse voluntariamente
a un registro biológico,
social y criminal.

René Mar, estudiante de
psicología, señala que por lo
general él viaja en la noche
y tarda cinco minutos en
cruzar a Brownsville, pero
en época de festividades ha
esperado hasta tres horas
haciendo fila.
“A veces es frustrante
esperar tanto”, Mar dijo.
Él
comparte
que
últimamente ha tenido que
esperar hasta 30 minutos
incluso para pasar a México.
Además de la larga espera,
un factor que irrita a quienes
cruzan, es la revisión.
“… Después de hacer dos
horas de fila, tenemos que
tolerar que los U.S. Customs
se porten déspotas”, explica
Guerrero “¿qué les cuesta
ser amables?”
Y Torres agrega: “Son muy
volubles, a veces te tratan
mal, como sospechoso, pero
es su trabajo, lo tienen que
hacer”.
Sorpresivamente,
para
algunos estudiantes, la
espera diaria en los puentes
internacionales
tiene
ciertas
ventajas, pues
aprovechan
ese
tiempo
extra
para
arreglarse,
desayunar e
incluso
para
terminar
las
tareas pendientes.
“Si no fuera por la fila,
yo no tendría tiempo de
escuchar música”, dijo
Guerrero.

Visítanos en nuestra página
www.utbcollegian.com
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Intramurals sports registration begins Tuesday
help with the registration
process, Cano said the
REK Center staff will be
stationed from noon to 3
p.m. today and Tuesday
at the REK Center, Casa
Bella and North and
South halls.
The
deadline
to
register for the pingpong
tournament is Aug. 30
and the games will start
Sept. 2.
The last day to sign
up for the 7-on-7 flag
football league is Sept.
7, and the season begins
the week of Sept.12. The
champions of this sport
will participate in the
Valley Bowl against other
universities’ intramurals
champions across the Rio
Grande Valley, including
the University of TexasPan American, South
Texas College and Texas
State Technical College.
I n t r a m u r a l
tournaments last one
day while league play
ranges from three weeks
to a month. The winning
teams for each sport
event will get a T-shirt.
For more information,
call Cano at 882-5970.

Kinesiology Center are
all eligible to participate
in the games. Incoming
freshmen
are
also
allowed to play. There is
no fee to register.
Participants now can
register online at
www.imleagues.com.
“We went from old
school, from the old
paperwork, and right
now
[students]
can
[register] online from our
website,” Intramurals/
Club Sports Coordinator
Raul Cano said.
For those who still need

By Samantha Ruiz

THE COLLEGIAN

Get
involved
on
campus this year by
joining an intramural
sport with some friends.
Registration for the
first events, pingpong
and flag football, begins
Tuesday.
Students with a 2.0
grade-point average or
higher and UTB/TSC
staff, faculty and alumni
who have a membership
with the Recreation,
Education
and

collegian file photo

Intramural flag football season kicks off the week of Sept. 12.
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Intramural bounty

Intramurals Sports Coordinator Raul Cano holds a T-shirt awarded to winning teams.

Leslie Barrientos/collegian

Intramural Sports Fall 2011
Event

Registration

Captain’s Meeting

Ping Pong
Tournament
M,W & Co-Ed

Aug. 23 - 31

None

Sept. 2
at 2 p.m.

7-on-7
Flag Football League
M,W &Co-Ed

Aug.23 Sept. 7

Sept. 7
at 5:30 p.m.
Rek Center 1.510

Week of
Sept. 12

Tennis
Tournament
M, W & Co-Ed

Aug. 29 Sept. 16

None

Sept. 17
at 10 a.m.

CAMPUS RECREATION
aquatics

HOURS

- swim lessons

- water polo

6:00 AM - 10:00 pm

- water volleyball

- cardboard
boat race

SATURDAY

- kayaking

- lifeguarding

- swim meets

- aqua training

- water basketball

- swimming

MONDAY - FRIDAY

10:00 AM - 4:00 pm

SUNDAY
CLOSED

intramurals

FITNESS CLASSES

- flag football

- TENNIS

-ab blast

- bodylicious

- volleyball

- DODGEBALL

- aqua fit

- combat
kickboxing

- indoor soccer

- PINGTON

-hardcore

- inswamity-x

- open flow yoga

- latin fusion

- 3-ON-3 BASKETBALL - RACQUETBALL
- KICKBALL

- PING PONG

-power circuit - muscle confusion
-TRIM-N-TONE

956-882-5972
scan for www

like us

Start Date
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National expectations all around
Volleyball and men’s soccer team ranked in top 20

By Alejandro Rivera
Sports Editor

“The only pressure I’m
under is the pressure I’ve
put on myself.”
So said Mark Messier,
a former National Hockey
League player and sixtime winner of the Stanley
Cup who understood the
pressure players put on
themselves to attain a
championship.
For some of us, life with
no pressure or stress is a
happy life. We’d rather
not be running drills in
the hot days of August.
We’d rather not have high
expectations and goals.
Our goals are simple:
Find a parking space and
then find the A/C.
But
relishing
the
pressure
and
high
expectations of a national
championship is quickly
becoming the norm for the
UTB/TSC volleyball and
men and women’s soccer
teams. Each year they
prepare for the season’s
upcoming challenges and
set their sights on the
postseason. This year is
no different.
The
Scorpions
volleyball team was the
closest of the three squads
to make it to the finals
last year, finishing with
a 38-2 overall record,
the best record a UTB/
TSC squad has posted
since joining the NAIA in
Fall 2006. They reached
the national semifinals
before losing to the
Fresno Pacific University
(Calif.) Sunbirds. Fresno
Pacific went on to win the
national
championship
against Columbia College
(Mo.), whose two losses
of the year were to the
Scorpions.
Being so close to their
goal last year, Athletics
Director and Coach Todd
Lowery knows his squad
will have to train harder

and be prepared to be
pushed mentally and
physically. The team,
which won the Red River
Athletic Conference title
last year, is ranked No. 4
in the NAIA’s Preseason
Top 25 Coaches’ Poll,
according to the NAIA
website.
“That’s what these
first two weeks is really
all about,” Lowery said
in an interview with The
Collegian last Tuesday.
“We really do challenge
them. The first week
they were basically going
from 1 to 9:30-10 [p.m.]
straight. You know eight,
nine hours. They finish
here, they go get in the
pool. We eat, we come
back and get right back
at it again in the gym,
then to the weight room,
[and] then running [and]
conditioning. This week
we really do challenge
them mentally more than
anything.”
All that hard work will
pay off as the Scorpions
face a tough schedule-eight teams that are
ranked in the Preseason
Coaches’ Top 25. But
Lowery believes you have
to challenge yourself
during the season in
order to triumph in the
postseason.
“I
think
we
put
together one of the
hardest schedules in the
country this year but no
matter what happens in
the regular season, we
are going to be a better
team
come
national
tournament time because
of it,” he said. “Going
into this year, of course,
winning
conference
tournament again and
making it back to the
national tournament is
something we set every
year. [Another goal] is
to play on the last day
of the season. We were
there last year, Saturday

morning, and this year
we’re shooting on being
there Saturday night in
the championship game.”
Lowery is excited about
seeing what his players are

on this group; it’s going to
be a fun team to watch. A
lot of big swings [and] a
lot of blocking, something
you don’t necessarily
always see down here in

Sergio Salazar/Collegian

Freshman Vanja Joksic (left) and sophomore kinesiology major Erica
Chimak perform drills Aug. 11 as Athletics Director and Head Coach
Todd Lowery looks on. The Scorpions play a non-conference game
Friday against John Brown University in Shawnee, Okla.

capable of once the season
starts, with so many of
his dynamic players from
last season coming back,
including
sophomores
Danica Markovic, a firstteam selection to the
2010
Tachikara-NAIA
Volleyball
All-America
Team, and Ana Guerra, a
second-team selection.
“I think we have an
exciting group overall,
to be honest with you,”
he said. “We have some
really good athletic kids.
Danica, a big-time jumpserver, I know was a fan
favorite last year and
then Ana, you just don’t
see kids that touch 10’6”10’7” very often and that’s
where she’s at about right
now. We’re really excited.
We have a ton of offense

the [Rio Grande] Valley.
A lot of big kids with
big arms. That’s fun to
watch.”
The volleyball team
played
a
scrimmage
against the Scorpion
Alumni last Friday (results
were unavailable at press
time) and will begin its
season this Friday against
John Brown University
at Shawnee, Okla. The
first home games takes
place Sept. 16-17, when
they host the Scorpion
Invitational Tournament.
The men’s soccer team
isn’t without its own
expectations. It ranks
at No. 19 in the Top
25 Preseason Coaches’
Poll. Last year, the
Scorpions played to a
15-4-1 overall record

and were undefeated in
conference play, going
9-0 (the only undefeated
record in the conference).
They lost in the opening
round of the NAIA
National Championship
Tournament
to
the
University of Science and
Arts of Oklahoma.
Coach Dan Balaguero
is aware that in losing
seven players--six players
graduated--the
team’s
goals
become
more
challenging but he is
optimistic his recruiting
will come through.
“This year is going
to be an important one
for us,” Balaguero said.
“We hope it’s not going
to be a rebuilding year.
Obviously, the fifth year
of the program is always
a difficult one because you
graduate a lot of players
… but I think when you
have a little bit of success,
recruiting becomes easier.
We’re hopeful that the
guys we’re bringing are
just as good if not better
than the guys we’re losing.
We’re obviously looking
for our seniors, Steve
Howard, Chris Scott and
Fredrik Ekvall to pick it
up. We need those guys.
It’s a small senior class.”
Despite
the
player
turnover, his goals remain
high.
“Obviously, we want
to win the conference,”
Balaguero said. “That’s
always the first goal here,
to win the conference
and
the
conference
tournament, but you
know the [main] goal is to
win a game in the national
tournament because we
haven’t done [that] yet
since the program started.
So that’s our goal.”
The men’s soccer team
will play 19 games this
season, plus the first-ever
Scorpion Alumni game
that was held last Sunday.
Results were not available

at press time. Their next
game is Saturday at
Texas A&M International
University in Laredo,
an exhibition game. The
team’s first season game
is Sept. 2 against Master’s
College in Prescott, Ariz.
They then play EmbryRiddle twice, Sept. 3 and
9.
Expectations are just
as high on the women’s
soccer team this year.
They finished 2010 with a
12-4-2 overall record, 7-11 in conference (second
only
to
Northwood
University, 9-0) and even
though the team has lost
seven players, Coach Nik
Barjaktarevic
remains
confident they’re ready.
“It’s our fifth year
and goals are quite
high,”
Barjaktarevic
said. “I think … one of
the goals is to win the
conference tournament
and go to the national
tournament. I think we
still have a great core …
and we’ve kind of built
it up to where everyone
knows the expectations.
Although we lost quite
a few players, we have
a great group returning
and, obviously, every year
the biggest part of our job
is recruiting, too. We feel
confident with the group
we have coming.”
The players are on
board, too.
“We’ve had high goals
all the way through,” said
junior and team forward
Leah
Russell.
“Well,
[there’s] a lot of new girls
coming in, [but] we have
high standards this year
and we will take it all the
way. We want to make it
to nationals this year and
win it all.”
Admission
to
the
athletics games is free for
students, staff and faculty
with ID and $5 for the
general public.

Scorpions face tough test as they open against top-ranked teams
By Alejandro Rivera
Sports Editor

With both exhibition
games now in the record
books,
the
UTB/TSC
Women’s Soccer Team
looks to begin its season
on the road against some
formidable foes.
First
up
for
the
Scorpions is the University
of Mobile (Ala.), which is
ranked No. 13 in the NAIA
Preseason Coaches’ Top
25 Poll. The game will be
played in Hattiesburg,
Miss. on Thursday. They
follow that up with a game
against the No.11-ranked
William Carey University
on Saturday.
The team, which had a
12-4-2 overall record in

2010, began its season
Aug. 13 with a 2-0 win
over the Prairie View A&M
University Panthers on
the new Scorpion Soccer
Field. The Scorpions faced
Monterrey Tec last Sunday
in their second exhibition
game of the season. Scores
were not available at press
time.
Coach Nik Barjaktarevic
liked what he saw from
his squad during the
exhibition game against
the Panthers.
“We met quite a few of
our goals for the game,”
Barjaktarevic said. “The
intensity was at a good
level throughout the game.
We got some shots off and
we were able to score two
goals. For the beginning,
it’s good.”

Christopher Peña/collegian

UTB/TSC Scorpion Linette Cuvillier collides with Prairie View A&M University Panther
Katherine Sheppard during a scrimmage Aug. 13 at the new Scorpion Soccer Field.
The Scorpions won the scrimmage 2-0.

The Panthers began the
first half with aggressive
attacks but the Scorpions
were able to stave off
their advances. As the
half
progressed,
the

Scorpions settled in and
got comfortable with their
game, while the Panthers
seemed to lose some
of their steam after the
leading goal was rejected

due to the player being
offside.
The first goal of the
game came at 25:51 of
the first half as Scorpion
forward Leah Russell, a
junior, took a corner kick
and scored. Russell kicked
it into the field of play
with the intention of a
possible header by one of
her teammates but she put
such a vicious spin on the
ball that it curved into the
top corner of the backside
of the net.
The second half was
much like the first, with
the Panthers on the
attack. The Scorpions
played good defense,
keeping the Panthers
from scoring. Both sides
collected five fouls each.
Russell picked up the only

yellow card with 18:03 left
in regulation.
The Panthers (4-12-1
overall in 2010) fiercely
tried to tie the game but it
was put out of their reach
with five minutes left in the
game as senior Scorpion
forward Linette Cuvillier
scored the second goal.
Barjaktarevic
was
content
with
the
performance of the team
and its win at the new
Scorpion Soccer Field.
“It’s a good first step,”
he said. “A really, really
good first step, especially
for the first game on the
new field. It wasn’t really
an option to start with a
loss, so we’re happy with
that.”

